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In the year that king Uzziah died 1 saw also the LORD sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the
tenple. . .. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy holy,
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory’
(Isa. 6:1, 3).

| sai ah, the evangelical prophet of the A d Testanment, was
one of the nost renowned citizens of |Israel. He was honored
by all the people and mightily blessed by the Al mghty. Rec-
ogni zed as the nout hpiece of the Lord, very little was done
wi t hout his gui dance and approval. He lived in a very diffi-
cult age. The king who should have ruled the country had
been very foolish and as a result had beconme a | eper. A regent
governed the nation, but it was hard to deci de who was the
nost influential-the regent, the high priest, or the prophet
| sai ah. The final tragedy came when the ailing nmonarch died.

And Uzziah the king was a | eper unto the day of his death,

and dwelt in a several house, being a |eper; for he was cut off
fromthe house of the LORD: and Jot ham his son was over the

ki ng's house, judging the people of the Iand. Now the rest of
the acts of Uzziah, first and last, did |Isaiah the prophet, the
son of Anpz, wite. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they
buried himwith his fathers in the field of the burial which

bel onged to the kings; for they said, He is a | eper: and Jot ham
his son reigned in his stead (2 Chron. 26:21-23).

The prophet said, "In the year that king Uzziah died | saw
al so the LORD." Sonme witers believe this should be the intro-
duction to the entire book. Maybe his mnistry began in the
year of the king's death. Qhers believe his effective service
only conmenced then; that previously he had been a prophet,
but not a great one. Wiich of the two is accurate is not of
great inportance, for whenever the anointing cane, it reveal ed
certain truths which apply to every servant of God. Six funda-
mental facts serve as rungs on a | adder that el evates preachers
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fromthe ordinary to becone extraordi nary people whomthe

Lord can use and trust. It mght be helpful to see at a gl ance
the six things that transfornmed the life of this man of God.

1. H's Silent Contenplation... Discerning.. "I saw also the
Lord"

2. Hi s Serious Conviction... Disturbing.. . "We is nme"

3. His Sincere Confession . . . Declaring . . "I ama man of
uncl ean |ips"

4, His Sufficient Cleansing . . . Delighting. . . "Thine
iniquity is taken away

5. H s Splendid Consecration . . . Deciding . . "Here aml,
send ne"

6 Hi s Subline Commission. .. Dispatching .. "CGo and tel

this peopl e"

H s Silent Contenplation... Discerning
A personal confrontation with God |leads to two revel a-
tions: the holiness of God, and the sinfulness of sin. It is
i mpossible to realize the first wi thout recognizing the second.
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Peopl e may die, but God renmins; for when human resources
di m ni sh, the sufficiency of the Lord remai ns unchanged. To-
day governments are conpl ai ni ng about the crinme wave that
t hreatens everybody, but few recognize its cause. \Wen nen

|l ose their vision of the Lord, increasing evil is sure to foll ow
The cure for the world's ill is not increasing nunbers of po-
licenmen patrolling the streets nor new | egislation. Mankind
needs to return to God and recapture the vision that inspired
our forefathers.

When | sai ah saw the Lord, he becane aware of his trans-
gressions. It is not possible to boast in the presence of Cod.

Abraham said, "I . . . ambut dust and ashes" (Gen. 18:27).

Job said, "Behold, | amvile" (Job 40:4). David said, "Behold,

| was shapen in iniquity" (Ps. 51:5). Ezra said, "I . . . blush to
lift up nmy face" (Ezra 9:6). Sinon Peter said, "I ama sinfu

man" (Luke 5:8). The nearer a man gets to Cod, the nore
aware he beconmes of his shortcom ngs.
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Hi s Serious Conviction... D sturbing

It is thought provoking that such conviction should over-
whel m | sai ah; he was anong the nost godly people in Israel
Unli ke the publican who cried, "God be nmerciful to ne a
sinner," |saiah was noble, sincere, and dedicated. He was a
pri nce anong nen. Neverthel ess, when he saw the majesty of
God he trenmbled and even forgot to worship. He | ooked at a
pal ace with an el evated throne and a ki ng whose robes were
el egant. Wen angel s chanted the chorus, "Holy, holy, holy is
the LORD of Hosts," the prophet felt uneasy. The glory of God
was |i ke vapor enanating froman eternal source. It spread
until the entire world appeared to be filled with its wonder.

| sai ah becane confused and unconfortable. He felt desti-
tute and unworthy. Self esteem ceased to exist. He was upon
holy ground. He wanted to hide, but there was no hiding
pl ace. He desired to run, but his | egs would not nove. Per-
haps the witer to the Hebrews had simlar thoughts when he
wrote: "Looking unto Jesus the author and the finisher of our
faith" (see Heb. 12:2). Christians who sel dom see the face of
God becone argunentative, irritable, and unhappy. They re-
senbl e oranges from which every drop of juice has been ex-
tracted. They are flashlights which produce no light; their
batteries are dead!

Hi s Sincere Confession... Declaring
Then said I, We is me! for | amundone; because | ama nman
of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of un-

clean lips for mne eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts
(Isa. 6:5).

It is difficult to reconcile this statenent wi th another re-

corded in Exodus 33:20: "And he [God] said: Thou canst not

see nmy face: for there shall no nan see ne, and live." Mses
was permtted to see the back of the Lord as He passed through
the holy nountain. Perhaps |saiah saw Hmonly partially or

as one |l ooking froma distance. He was aware that God and

H's throne were the center of the panorami c view he was
permtted to see, but they were not |ooking into each other's
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eyes. The vision was sufficient to fill the prophet with a deep
sense of awe and unworthiness. The glory of God was inde-
scribabl e. |saiah believed he was unworthy to behold the King
of heaven. This experience is nost essential for all who woul d
serve the Lord. The hymmwiter was truly inspired when he
wr ot e:

Ch, to be nothing, nothing;
Sinply to lie at Hs feet:

A broken and enptied vessel

For the Master's use made neet.
Enptied that He mght fill ne,
As forth to H's service | go;
Br oken that so unhi ndered,

His life through ne mght flow

His Sufficient Ceansing... Delighting

The imagery used in this statement was understood by the
prophet's contenporaries. The live coal placed upon the I|ips
of |saiah cannot be literal, for it would have burned the nmouth
of God's servant. Sone witers suggest it was indicative of
the Lord's | ove which renpbves sin and inspires the recipient
to serve the Lord. The details of the vision are not of great
i nportance. The chief |esson taught is that true cl eansing can
only be obtained fromthe Lord. Men who boast of their

achi evenents are seldomclose to God. Ot hers who believe
thensel ves to be unworthy are al ways candi dates for divine
appoi ntnents. The Bi bl e speaks of cleansing by water (John
13:14), by the Word of Christ (John 15:3), and by the pre-
cious blood of Christ (1 John 1:7). Even the weakest instru-
ment may becone m ghty when held by the hand of Cod
It is interesting to consider the parallel Scripture in the
book of Zechariah. Joshua, the high priest of Israel, was des-
tined for prom nence, but unfortunately was unacceptable in
his present condition. The account is self-explanatory.

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garnents, and stood be-
fore the angel. And he answered and spake unto those that
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stood before him saying, Take away the filthy garments from
him And unto him he said, Behold, | have caused thine inig-
uity to pass fromthee, and I will clothe thee with change of
rainment. And | said, Let themset a fair mtre upon his head,
and clothe himw th garnents. And the angel of the LORD
stood by (Zech. 3:3-5).

The pathway to bl essedness begins in humlity. A man is
never as tall as when he kneels before his Mker

H s Spl endid Consecration... Deciding

Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whomshall | send,
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here aml; send ne
(Isa. 6:8).

When the Lord asked, "Who will go for us?" He expressed
one of the greatest thenes in Scripture. Gen. 1:26 tells how
CGod said, "Let us nake man in our inmage, after our |ikeness."
The sane truth is expressed in |Isaiah 6:8: "Wio will go for
us?" Evangelical Christians believe in the Trinity, where each
nmenber of the divine family is involved in the redenption of
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manki nd. The Father planned it, the Son, the Lord Jesus Chri st,
made it possible, and the Holy Spirit superintended the entire
operation. This has continued since the earliest ages and will
continue until time will be replaced by eternity. The triune
God was concerned with the need of humanity, but soneone
had to publish that fact. Wen |Isaiah heard of this need, he
vol unteered to becone God's nessenger, and nade it clear he
was ready to do anything. There were no strings attached.

| sai ah was very different from another prophet who was
given a simlar assignnent. Jonah was told to preach to the
peopl e of Nineveh, but he refused to obey and fled to Tarsh-
ish. There is significance in the injunction: "Watsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy mght" (see Eccl. 9:10). To
rej ect advice or any conm ssion given by the Lord is to ex-
hibit folly. Blessed is the soul who never flinches fromhis
duty. "Not I, but Christ" should be the confession of God's
peopl e.
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Paul set the pattern for his entire mnistry when he asked
the risen Christ, "What wilt thou have ne to do?" (see Acts
9:6). He did what was required of himand never conpl ai ned
about circunstances. At the conclusion of his mnistry the
apostle was able to say, "I have fought a good fight, | have
finished ny course, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for nme a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
ri ghteous judge, shall give ne at that day: and not to ne only.
but unto all themthat |ove his appearing” (see 2 Tim 4:7-8).
Di pl omas are for graduates-not dropouts!

Hi s Sublime Conmm ssion... Dispatching

And he said, Go and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but
understand not, and see ye indeed, but perceive not . . . Then
said I, Lord, how I ong? And he answered, Until the cities be

wasted wi thout inhabitant (lsa. 6:9,11).

| sai ah' s message was destined to be heard around the world.
The people of his generation were blind and deaf to God's
entreaties and ultimately becane sl aves of the Babyl oni ans.
They deserved their fate, for they disregarded the warnings of
the Lord and listened to their own soot hsayers. \Wat the prophet
was told concerning the future of his generation was literally
fulfilled, but the world now knows that he spoke to peopl e of
all tinmes and countries. He | ooked down the corridors of tine

to see nmillions of people whose need was as great as his own.
He descri bed the Redeener of the world when he wote:

He is despised and rejected of nen; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from
him he was despi sed, and we esteened himnot. Surely he

hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem himstricken, smtten of God and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our inig-
uities: the chastisenent of our peace was upon hiny and with
his stripes we are healed. All we |ike sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath
laid on himthe iniquity of us all (Isa. 53:3-6).

97

At the beginning of his ninistry |Isaiah said, "Come now,
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and | et us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool" (lIsa. 1:18). Toward its
end he tells everybody where to neet with God. As ny friend
John Mbore says in his delightful hym:

Calvary is the place where ny burden was |ifted,
Calvary is the place where | was set free

Calvary is the place where ny blind eyes were opened,
Jesus, my Saviour, becanme precious to ne.
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