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Not nmany nmen are capabl e of expressing much in little,
and nore often than not inflation turns little into much.
| sai ah was one of those renmarkable men whom God enabl ed
to express the whole range of truth within the astonishingly
snmal | conpass of six verses. His nessage primarily refers to
the future glory of Israel, but the truth expressed therein
may be found in any act of God's saving grace. These thrill-
ing facts are as evident in Israel's exodus from Egypt, and a
sinner's deliverance fromsin, as in the future reconciliation
of the Jew sh people. Let us consider the three divisions
clearly outlined by the prophet.

GCod My Sal vation-a great pardon

" And in that day thou shalt say, 0 Lord . . . though thou
wast angry with nme, thine anger is turned away, and thou
confortest me. Behold, God is ny salvation ; | will trust, and

not be afraid (vv. 1-2). Isaiah's opening statenment limts the
scope and fulfilment of the prom se. This glad experience

bel ongs to a certain day when necessary conditions are forth-
conming. It is the day of Christ's coronation, when people bow
at Hs feet to acclaimHis royalty. Wien Christ is enthroned in
human affection, God nercifully dispenses forgi veness, and

" in that day " nen and wonen are able to say, " though thou
wast angry with ne, thine anger is turned away, and thou
confortest nme." Three stimulating words seemto be evident

in this thene. (i) Conpassion. God's nmercy has been reveal ed

to man. The sin which caused divine wath has been put away.
(ii) Conversion. The sinner has turned fromhis sin, to

accept and kneel before the Lord. Rebellion has given place

to redenption. (iii) Confort. The forgiven heart has now
becone the hone of peace. Soothing confort has bani shed

worry, and the peace of God whi ch passeth understandi ng now

fl oods the soul

GCod My Strength-a great provision

" for the Lord Jehovah is nmy strength ... therefore with
joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. .
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the
Holy One of Israel in the mdst of thee " (vv. 2-6). The chal -
| enge of the new life makes nen trenble, for they fear in-
herent weakness. The prophet points out that the strength of
the redeened is in the Redeener. The God who saves is
the God who strengthens. The ransomed of the Lord are
not left to wander alone along the paths of life. "The Holy
One of Israel is in the mdst of thee.” This wonderful truth
was clearly illustrated by the presence of the ark of the
covenant in the mdst of Israel. In all the wlderness journeys
the sacred enbl em of God's presence acconpani ed the tribes,
and unless sin offended God, its presence guaranteed divine
favor. God never left Hi s people al one. God val ued
fell owship, and cane down to tabernacle anong nmen. It
is this sublinme fact which deepens desire, and strengthens
arms to " draw water fromthe wells of God' s salvation.” W
do well to remenber that CGod's bounty is in wells. The first
taste of living water does not exhaust the supply. Conversion
is but the glorious introduction to the inexhaustible riches of
Christ. Neverthel ess, water does not run autonmatically from
wel I's, Sonmeone with intense desire must draw it forth. God's
provi sion does not mninmze human responsibility. Cod
supplies strength, but | nust use ny arns.
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God My Song-a great peace

". . - the Lord Jehovah is ny strength and ny song. . . .
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of
salvation. And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord . . . "
(vv. 2-4). " In that day." Joy naturally foll ows when people
wal k with God. Forgiveness, fellowship, fearlessness, contri-
bute their quota to the enrichnent of all who have accl ai ned
and accepted the King. Sorrow and si ghing di sappear, and

deep content fills the soul,. Three additional words seemto
appear on lsaiah's manuscript. (i) Confidence. God's wells
never run dry ; the Lord in the mdst of His people, will never
| eave Hi s redeened children. (ii) Courage. This is good news
whi ch should be told to all nation,. The eyes of the saints

are turned toward ot her people, and a desire to witness springs
in the heart. (iii) Confession. " . . . declare his doings anong
t he people, make nention that his nane is exalted. Sing unto
the Lord ; for he hath done excellent things: this is known
inall the earth " (vv. 4-5). Isaiah put down his pen. Hs re-
mar kabl e chapter abruptly ended, as though lie had |ost his

i nspiration. Probably he was busy with a new j ob-draw ng

wat er out of a well!
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