HAPPY OLD MEN
HAPPY OLD MEN  ( REVELATI ON, PSALM 17: 15)

This statenent was first used as the theme of an angel's
nmessage. Since that time, it has been one of the nost trium
phant texts of the Christian church, and has been quoted by
al nost every pastor, teacher and evangeli st.

Dr. Schrmucker, when walking in the country, net an old
man who was singing. He asked: "Father MIler, why should an
old gentleman |i ke you be so cheerful?" Hys friend replied:

"Not all are, but |I belong to the Lord." The questioner contin-
ued: "Are there many others |ike you?" "0 no," cane the re-
sponse, "Listen to one who knows, for you will never find any
man of three-score years and ten who will deny it. The devi

has no happy old nmen."

That sinple, but truthful, statement was irrefutable. People
in the twilight years of life may reninisce and be either proud
or regretful, but |ooking into the unknown can be a frightening
experience. An atheist who has no hope of eternal life can
hardly be thrilled by the prospect of his i mrnent decease. He
believes he will never again see a blue sky or a rai nbow. The
joys of watching flowers bl oom and hearing the | aughter of
children remai n unknown. His only assurance beyond death is
that he will be buried, and his body w |l decay.

Stars of pronise never brighten his skies, and no vestige of
hope beckons his soul into eternity. He has lived a life w thout
Cod, and renmains a sinking human vessel w thout hope of
rescue. To the contrary, it may be clainmed that God has no
nm serabl e old people. Their terminal days on earth are bright
with the assurance they are about to beconme young again!

Barzillai.. How Contented (2 Sam 19: 34-35)

Davi d was astounded; his aged friend was bei ng obstinate.
Way shoul d he refuse the greatest offer ever made by a king?
They had been together through the tenpestuous days of Ab-
salom s rebellion, and had survived his insurrection. Many of
David's friends becanme deserters during the national crisis, but
the faithful ness of Barzillai would never be forgotten. He had
sustai ned the king and his followers, and had been | oyal when
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others were traitors. David never expected to be able to repay
this debt of |ove, but Jehovah had been graci ous. The usurper
pri nce was dead; the future shone with the prospect of tota
victory.

David sm | ed when he | ooked at his elderly benefactor. "And
the king said unto Barzillai, Cone thou over with ne, and | will
feed thee with me in Jerusalem™ The king's eyes were bright as
he thought of the continuing fellowship he planned to share
with his loyal friend. Patiently, he awaited the old man's reply.
There was sil ence on the roadway; even the soldiers were
pl eased. They liked the idea of favoring the man who had
hel ped them during the rebellion
"And Barzilai said unto the king, How long have | to live
that | should go up with the king unto Jerusalen? | amthis
day four-score years old: and can | discern between good
and evil? can thy servant taste what | eat, or what | dunk?
can | hear any nore the voice of singing nen and singing
worren? wherefore then should thy servant be yet a burden
unto ny lord the king? . . . Let thy servant turn back again,
that | might die in mne owm city, and be buried by the
grave of my father, and of ny nother"” (2 Sam 19:35, 37).
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Argunents were usel ess; persuasion was a waste of tine; the
old man had made up his nmind; his decision was final. He
intended to return to the peaceful ness of his honme, where he
would await an invitation to reside in another city which was
eternal in the heavens (Heb. 11:10). Al nobst any other nman in
t he ki ngdom woul d have wel comed a chance to accept David's
of fer, but Barzillai was not just another man! The pl easure to be
found in the palace no |longer attracted him the music of trained
singers was uninteresting; the plaudits of appreciative people
fell on deaf ears. Neverthel ess, he could hear the voice of Cod,
especially in his hone in the country. As Paul would have said,
he had "set his affections on things above, not on things on the
earth.” Barzillai was both wise and wonderful. Wen, a little
|later, God cane to escort himto the heavenly nansion, he was
able to say: "Lord, | have been waiting for you," and they went
home toget her!
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Job.. . How Convinced (Job 19: 25-27)

Job, as the entire world knows, had every reason to grunble.
A del uge of trouble had devastated his fanmly, and it was easy
to believe God had gone on a vacation! It was perfectly natura
for the man to long for death for that at |east apparently would
end his agony. He asked: "Wy died I not fromthe wonb?...

For now should I have lain still and been quiet, | should have
slept; then had | been at rest. . . There the w cked cease from
troubling; and there the weary be at rest" (Job 3:11-17).

Wien Job, an elderly farmer, spoke those words, his under-
standing of truth was limted. He believed death to be an escape
frompain and sorrowAto be eternally asleep was better than
enduring daily anguish! H's nmisery was unprecedented and in-
explicable. God's testinony concerning Job was extrenely in-
teresting. "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou consi dered
my servant Job, that there is none like himin the earth, a
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God and escheweth
evil?" (1:8). That statenment suggested a man can be norally
good even if his theol ogical ideas renmain undevel oped. At that
period in his life, the patriarch had no incentive toward righ-

t eousness except an inherent |ove for virtue. The greatest |es-
sons in life remained to be explained. Job was m serabl eAbut
thi ngs were about to happen. B

God' s greatest revel ations resenble starsAthey shine in the
dark! As Job's dally problenms accentuated and deepened, he
began to think about eternity. If Jehovah were imortal, could
He be satisfied if His children remai ned dead? He had no Bible
to read; no preachers to hear, no neetings to attend. H's con-
science was a classroom the Spirit of God his Teacher. Even
before he realized what was taking place, Job began asking
questions about imortality. He said: "If a man die, shall he
l'ive again? All the days of ny appointed tine will | wait, till
my change conme" (14:14). Was this the first tine heaven's
i ght shone into Job's darkened intellect? To what change was
he referring? WAas he expressing a hope that after his tribulation
ci rcunmst ances would i mprove, or was he thinking about surviv-
al ? Evidently he believed his days had been appoi nted, there-
fore, God was still on His throne. The darkness was not as
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intense as hitherto! A man coul d never ask such a question and

not endeavor to find its answer. It may never be known how

Job discovered the truth of immortality, but his subsequent tes-

timony indicated his doubts had gone; his questions had been
Page 2



HAPPY OLD MEN

answered. Hi s night of anguish led to the dawn of a nost
wonder ful day.

Job said: "And . . . though wornms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall | see God: Whom | shall see for nyself, and
m ne eyes shall behol d, and not another, though ny reins be
consuned within ne" (Job 19:26-27). The Anplified Version
translates the text: "And ny eyes shall behold him and not as a
stranger. My heart pines away and is consunmed within ne." His
di scovery nade his future attractive: even his physical suffering
was | ess consequential. Job was consuned with a desire to
possess his new body, and see the Redeener who woul d stand
upon the earth. He had changed dranatically, and had becone
one of God's happy old nen. Job's night of suffering term nat-
ed when the Sun of Ri ghteousness arose with healing in H's
wings (Mal. 4:2).

Paul ... How Confident (2 Tim 4:7-8)

"Henceforth there is laid up for nme a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ne at that day:
and not to nme only, but unto all themalso that |ove his appear-

ing."

We do not know the apostle's age when he wote this letter
to Timothy. He was nearing the end of his life, and at the tine
was a prisoner in Rome. Paul had succeeded in crammi ng four
lifetimes into one. He had traversed the world of his day, and
was known in al nost every city, town and village; and he had
become prenmaturely old. The record of experiences chills the
human spirit, for he wote: ..... in |abors nore abundant, in
stripes above neasure, in prisons nore frequent, in deaths oft.

O the Jews five times received | forty stripes save one. Thrice
was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned, thrice | suffered

shi pweck, a night and a day have | been in the deep; In jour-

neyi ngs often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils
by m ne own countrynen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in
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the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
anong fal se brethren; In weariness and pai nful ness, in watch-
ings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness.. ." (2 Cor. 11:23-27).

It was remarkable that the intrepid travel er never conpl ai ned,
and be only item zed the list of sufferings to silence critics.
After years of hazardous service, Paul had grown ol d. Through
cold and terrible winters, he traveled to reach unevangeli zed
areas, and nillions of people heard the gospel fromhis lips. H's
earthly mnistry had apparently termnated in a Roman prison
but he was not discouraged, and even in a rented apartnment, he
continued to tell visitors about the matchl ess grace of God
(Acts 28:30-31).

The great nissionary realized his earthly career woul d soon
term nate; he would beconme a nmartyr. He had no regrets; his
spirit was about to be released fromearthly bondage, and with-
in monents, would be on the way to a heavenly honme. He
wote: “The time of nmy departure is at hand.” Paul did not say:
"The time of nmy death is near"; neither did he say: "Henceforth
there awaits nme a casket, or a crimnal's grave." The word
transl ated departure was an interesting G eek word nade up of
two conponents. Anal useos was forned froma prefix and a B
verb, which nmeant to | oose. The prefix added anot her thought A
to go on a journey. It was difficult for the translators to supply a
word which expressed to be liberated, and to go on a journey.

My father, in the early days of his marriage, possessed eighty
raci ng pigeons, and was well known for his trophies. As a snal
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child I questioned his nmethod of selecting a bird for a speci al

race. Wien | expressed nmy objections, | was told I did not
understand; when | persisted in interfering with my father's
met hods, | was physically rem nded he was the boss!

| have often inmagi ned the pigeon enclosed in a basket hun-
dreds of mles fromhone, and awaiting the nonent when the
contai ner would be opened. If it were possible to read that
bird' s thoughts, they would have been twofold: (1) | want to get
out of this basket, | want to be released; (2) 1 want to start ny
journey. My babies are waiting, and the nore quickly 1 start ny
flight, the sooner | shall see them again.
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The word anal useo perfectly expressed Paul's desire. He
wanted to be rel eased fromhis body to begin his journey to
heaven; a |loved one awaited his arrival. Wen the apostle thought
of his arrival in heaven his face reflected the joy of his soul. He
was anything but m serable.

An el derly man was dying in Edi nburgh, Scotland. His drink-
i ng and ganbling friends stood around watching their ailing
conrade. One of them|eaned over the bed and said: "Harry,
hold on!" The sick nman whi spered, "What did you say?" and
the message was repeated: "Hold on!" After a nonment the
reply came; "l have nothing to hold on to!" Father M|l er was
correct when he said: "The Devil has no happy old nen."
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