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And Abrahamrose up early in the norning, and took bread,

and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on

her shoul der, and the child, and sent her away: and she
departed, and wandered in the w | derness of Beer-sheba. And

the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under
one of the shrubs. . . And God opened her eyes, and she saw

a well of water, and she went, and filled the bottle with water,
and gave the lad drink (Gen. 21:14A15, 19).

The story of Hagar the Egyptian maid who was given by
Sarah to Abrahamis one of the nobst pathetic in the Scriptures.
When Abraham and his wife were called by God to | eave U of
t he Chal dees and proceed to Canaan, they were pronised their
seed would inherit the land to which they journeyed. After ten
years of fruitless waiting for their first child, the woul d-be parents
believed their prayers woul d never be answered. Sarah then
decided to give her servant to Abraham so that the naid could
bare a child.

Now Sarai Abramis wife bare himno children: and she had

an handmai d, an Egypti an, whose nane was Hagar. And Sara
said unto Abram Behold now, the LORD hath restrained ne
frombearing: | pray thee, go in unto ny naid; it may be that
I nmay obtain children by her. . . And Sarai Abranis wfe

t ook Hagar her mmid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten
years in the | and of Canaan, and gave her to her husband
Abramto be his wife (Gen. 16:1A3).

Clay tablets discovered by archaeol ogists in that part of the
worl d have reveal ed this practice was conmon during Sarai's
l[ifetime. It provided barren wonen with a chance to becone
foster nmothers; furthernore, the real nother could not be ex-
pelled fromthe famly. When Abramyielded to his wife's per-
suasion. it was evident that he believed she was too old to becone
a nother. Unfortunately, his conduct caused serious repercus-
sions and resulted in the tension which now exists between Jews
and Arabs. It is reported that after Hagar conceived her child.
she despised her mistress and ruined the tranquillity of the fam -
ly. Many years later. Solonmon said that a handmai d who becane
heir to her mstress could becone a source of annoyance (see
Prov. 30:23). A spiteful. nagging worman is a pest. and Sarai
seeing scorn in the eyes of Hagar, began to detest her servant.
Probably the maid suffered because of the treatnent of Sarai
and finally ran away. An angel of the Lord di scovered her close
to awll in the wilderness and instructed her to return to Abram s
canp where she renmi ned for several years after her son was
born. Coning events were casting their shadows before. Alas,
the lad grewto be like his nother, and that led to trouble.

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had
born unto Abraham nocking. Werefore she said unto Abra-

ham Cast out this bondworman and her son: for the son of this
bondworman shall not be heir with my son, even with |saac.

And the thing was very grievous in Abraham s sight because

of his son (Gen. 21:9A11).

Per haps Abraham woul d have refused to do as his wife sug-
gested had not the Lord solved the famly problem God instruct-
ed himto do as his wife desired. He therefore gave food and
drink to Hagar and sent her into the wilderness. That was a
difficult decision, for Abraham|oved |Ishmael. As was to be
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expected. the supply of water soon di sappeared, and as despair
and thirst overwhel med the distraught nother, she placed her
son in the shade of a bush and wept. Her tumultuous world
apparently was about to end in disaster, and she could not pre-
vent the catastrophe. Life teaches that when people reach the end
of their resources, God is never far away.

And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and
she went and filled the bottle with water and gave the | ad
drink (Gen. 21:19).

CGod's well was infinitely better than Abraham s bottle, and
that | esson has been denonstrated throughout history. Amd al
the tangl ed skeins of Hagar's life, God was weaving a glittering
pattern of Kkindness that overshadowed everything el se. He under-
stood her problens, and, although she did not know it at the
27
26
time. God was naking all things work together for her good.
Utimately that woman nust have known Jehovah was nore to
be desired than all the glittering idols seen in Egypt.

Hagar's New Fanmily... Undesired
Now Sarai. Abramis wife, bore himno children: and she had
an handmai d, an Egyptian. whose nane was Hagar (Gen. 16:1).

Sonmewhere in Egypt |lived a young wonan who was desti ned
to beconme the wife of Abraham Information regarding the cir-
cunstances that led to this event is linmted. She m ght have been
sol d by inpoverished parents. or she could have been given by
Phar aoh, the ruler of Egypt, to his illustrious visitor from U of
the Chal dees (see Gen. 12:17). Watever the reasons may have
been, the young wonan was suddenly confronted by the | oss of
her famly and friends and was conpel |l ed to acconpany strang-
ers into the unknown. It was never reveal ed whether this pleased
or distressed the girl, but in a real mwhere wonen had no au-
thority, she accepted the inevitable and becane the personal at-
tendant of Abraham s wife. She worked around the encanpmnent,
but her life was without luster until one day she was sumoned
to appear before her mstress. She was infornmed a narriage was
bei ng arranged; she was to becone Abramis new wife in order
to bear a child for the barren Sarai. This was custonary, but
whet her or not Hagar was pl eased is debatable.

The new rel ationship with Abraham gained for her a new
respect within the famly, and she undoubtedly appreciated the
i ncreasing interest shown by her master. Her future becane bright
wi th prospect and hope, and the pregnancy pleased Sarai. Every-
body appeared to be excited, and the Egyptian becane a center
of attraction within the canp. Each person seened anxi ous to
hel p. and she assunmed new i nportance within the famly. Unfor-
tunately, the inflation of her ego becanme a threat, and her atti-
tude was the forerunner of disaster

Hagar's New Feud... Unappreci at ed

And when [Hagar] saw that she had conceived, her mstress

was despised in her eyes. . . . And when Sarai dealt hardly
with her, [Hagar] fled fromher face (Gen. 16:4, 6).

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had
born unto Abraham nocking. Werefore she said unto Abra-

ham Cast out this bondwoman and her son, for the son of this
bondwoman shall not be heir with ny son, even with |Isaac
(Gen. 2 1:9A10).
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Hagar' s sun had been eclipsed; darkness was spreadi ng through
her world. The displeasure that conmenced with her pregnancy
i ncreased enornously after the birth of Ishmael. Her sudden, but
tenporary. flight from Sarah had been interrupted by the ange
of the Lord, but years later this was followed by total banish-
ment fromthe canp. The infuriated Sarah demanded her expul -
sion, and Abrahamyielded to the demand. Wen Hagar and her
t eenage son were honel ess and hopel ess, she placed her weary
boy in the shade of a bush and went away to weep and wait for
death. There is no fury that can equal that of a woman scorned
Perhaps it is safe to assune that Hagar was responsible for her
distress, but there nay have been another reason for Sarah's
ant agonism Laws regarding a fanmly inheritance were explicit.
The firstborn son received twice as much as any other son
This was known as the birthright. Ishnael was the first son 01
Abraham and consequently after the father's death woul d have
received nore than |Isaac and woul d have been the | eader of the
famly. Sarah could not tolerate that possibility. Apparently, nei-
ther woman had much faith in the providence of the A m ghty.
Hagar could not believe her life was still of interest to the Lord,
and Sarah could not believe Jehovah could control H's own af-
fairs without her interference. "Now faith is the substance of
t hi ngs hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1).

Hagar's New Freedom .. Unparalleled

Self-pity had made Hagar blind to several facts. She failed to
see the well in the wilderness because she could not see beyond
her personal need. People who stare at the earth sel dom see
stars, and those subnerged in an ocean of grief sonetines fail to
see a hand outstretched to hel p. Maybe the well was hi dden by
bushes, for that was, and still is, customary in the desert. Wen
the angel of God called to her, he said: "Wiat aileth thee, Hagar?" He
knew her by nanme! Had she been a Hebrew. the daughter of
a priest or even the wife of a prophet, God's action would have
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been under standabl e, but she was an outsiderAa pagan, an
Egyptian. Perhaps that was one of the earliest revel ati onsAt hat
CGod was capabl e of loving the whole world. Wen that forlorn
nother filled her bottle with water and went to alleviate her
son's thirst, a new world opened before her. God did not recognize
raci al barriers; he saw her plight and supplied what was needed.
The ancient account tells that God heard the voice of the |ad.
Had the Alm ghty desired their death, He would not have hel ped
them Suddenly the woman began to know that in spite of
circunmst ances, there was hope for themin that inhospitable
wi | derness. The darkest night may be followed by a gl orious
dawn. Mal achi was correct when he wote: "But unto you that
fear my nane shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as cal ves of the
stall™ (Mal. 4:2). For the first tine in her |ife Hagar was a free
worman, and as the Gospel says.:" |If the Son therefore shall nake
you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John 8:36).

Hagar's New Future... Unprecedented

And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the

wi | derness, and becane an archer. And he dwelt in the wl-
derness of Paran: and his nother took hima wife out of the
| and of Egypt (Gen. 21:20A21).

The word "well" has al so been translated "fountain and spring."
It was close to this supply that |ife began anew for Hagar and her
son. Water in a desert Is arare comodity, and it nay be as-
suned nmany aninals went there to drink. Possibly that was the
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chi ef reason why |shmael became an archer. The boy's skill with
his bow and arrows guaranteed there would al ways be a plentiful
supply of neat. Sonmewhere near to this oasis they built their
first hone; it mght have resenbled a Bedouin tent nmade of
ani mal skins, or it could have been made of mud bricks baked in
the sun. Tinme passed and the | ad becane an adult.

Nornal |y, nost marriages were arranged by fathers, but Hagar
accepted this responsibility of finding a wife for Ishmel. Proba-
bly she and her son discussed this project when they talked
together in the evenings. They could not return to Abraham s
canp, and since her native country was close at hand, it was
decided to seek a bride in Egypt. Through tradi ng skins, they
had ceased to be poor. and were able to purchase a slave. |f
| shmael acconpani ed his nother into Egypt. he night have won
the affections of a young lady. It would be interesting to know
the answers to questions that m ght be asked. The Scriptures
sinmply say: "His nother took hima w fe out of the | and of
Egypt" (Gen. 21:21). Later, in the seclusion of their primtive
horme, Ishmael's wife gave birth to their first child whomt hey
nanmed Nebaj oth. which neant Hi gh Pl ace.

Whet her or not there was special significance in that nane is
uncertain. Perhaps Hagar regarded the birth of her first grand-
child as the greatest experience of her life, the highest plateau of
happi ness she could ever reach. Their proximty to Egyptian
villages nade trading profitable. and Ishnael had no difficulty
in supporting his famly. The ki ndness of Jehovah was apparent.

H s promi se to make | shmael a great nation was beginning to be
fulfilled. Hagar had progressed magnificently since her expul -
sion fromthe enployment of her former mistress. She was be-
ginning to believe that even dark clouds had silver 1inings.

Hagar's New Fane... Uni que

And these are the names of the sons of Ishnael, by their
nanmes, according to their generations: The first born of Ish-
mael , Nebaj oth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and M bsam and

M shrma, and Dumah, and Massa, Hadar, and Tema, and Je-

tur, and Naphi sh, and Kedemah: These are the sons of |shna-
el, and these are their nanes, by their towns, and by their
castles; twelve princes according to their nations. And these
are the years of the life of Ishnmael. an hundred and thirty and
seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was
gathered unto his people (Gen. 25:13Al17).

When the twel ve sons of Ishmael grew to manhood, they
married and had their own fanmilies, and the influence of the
I shrmael it es spread throughout the wilderness areas. The nen
fornmed an alliance which struck terror into the hearts of ene-
m es. They turned unproductive areas into farm ands, and every
hi gh pl ace becane heavily fortified. Their castles were inpreg-
nabl e. Throughout the entire area Hagar was regarded as a gueen
The agi ng grandnot her was adored by her children, and respect-
ed by her descendants. Nothing is known of her death, but when
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reviewing her life, she could have expressed simlar sentinments
to those uttered by Paul: "And we know that all things work
together for good to themthat |Iove God, to themwho are called
according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). It is alnbst beyond com
prehension that a girl who had been ejected fromthe canp of
Abr aham shoul d have reached uni nagi nabl e hei ghts of em nence.
God had truly blessed Ishmael. and the proud grandnother re-
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j oi ced when she saw the promnises of God were being fulfilled!
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