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GOD' S GREATEST PROVI SION, NAN S

MOST EFFECTI VE PLEAA" THE PRECI OUS

BLOOD OF CHRI ST (1 PETER 1:19)

Dr. Beny, one of the nost fanous of British preachers, was
asked by a young worman to get her nother into the kingdom of
God before it was too late! That scholarly mnister described |ater
how he sat beside the dying | ady and gave extracts fromsonme of his
nost accl ai mred sernons. She responded saying, "No, not that! GCet
me in." Then he repeated what he had heard when he was only a
snall child. He said, "Mther, there is a great God in heaven who
loves us . . ~ "Ah," she exclainmed, "that's better."” The preacher
continued. "Yes, He sent Hi s Son, the Lord Jesus, down to earth,
and because He died for you and ne, H s precious blood can nmeke
us clean." Suddenly, she replied, "Of course, that's it. H's blood can
meke us clean." Later, when he told his story, Dr. Berry exultantly
exclained, "I got her in; | got her in. And then, | slipped in nyself."

Through Hi s Blood... Pardon is Received (Ephesians 1:7)

Paul wote to the Christians in Ephesus saying, "In whom|[Christ]
we have redenption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace.” That was the basic principle of
t he message the apostle preached throughout his ninistry. Redenp-
tion was typified and portrayed by the Jewi sh Passover, practiced
t hr oughout Hebrew hi story, and procl ai nred by every New Test a-
ment evangel i st. The Passover Feast continued to be a rem nder of
the night when the first born of every Egyptian famly died. Yet the
astoni shing fact remai ned that although the captives were probably
equal ly as sinful, their first born were spared, not because they had
a prior claimon the kindness of Jehovah but by the fact they were
protected by the blood of a slain |anb. Responding to the instruc-
tion of Moses, the Israelites obeyed the commandnents of Cod,
pl aced the evidence of sacrifice on their hones, and confidently
cl osed the doors, knowi ng God woul d honor Hi s proni se.

Throughout the followi ng centuries all Hebrew parents expl ai ned
to their children the significance of the Passover, and the feast
becane the npbst sol enmevent in the calendar. Even the boys and
girls knew the nation existed, not because of the inportance of their
i neage, but because their forefathers had believed God. Thus in a
strange but entranci ng manner, the Lord prepared the nation for the
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ti me when John the Baptist would proclaim "Behold the Lanb of

God which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). The

scope and magni ficence of Christ's sacrifice was indicated in the

fact that unlike the Passover |anb which availed only for a linmted
nunber of people, the atoning death of the Savior gave hope to

people of all nations in every generation. Yet its effectiveness could
never be realized until faith and obedience to God nmade that possible.
Happy are they who can say:

| have no ot her argunent

I need no other plea:

It is enough that Jesus died,
And that He died for ne.

Through His Blood.. . Peace is Realized (Col ossians 1:20)

Peace is the assurance within the human heart that a state of war
has ended. Witing to the Col ossians, Paul said, "And, having nmade
peace through the blood of his cross, by himto reconcile all things
unto hinself" The difficulties which existed between God and nan
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were resolved through the death of the Savior. Wen Jesus cried, "It
is finished,” He knew that what He was conm ssioned to do had been
successfully acconplished. The preachers within the early church
endorsed that nessage when they proclained that faith in the Re-
deemer brought the peace of God to the troubled souls of nmen and
wonen. Paul wote to the Christians in Rone, saying, " Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God" (Rom 5:1). This
was enphasi zed when the witer to the Hebrews said, "For if the
bl ood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the
uncl ean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How rmuch nore
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him
sel f without spot to Cod, purge your conscience fromdead works to
serve the living God?" (Heb. 9:13A14).

A di sturbed conscience is not a conforting conmpani on. The nmem
ory of noral decadence and repeated failure to achieve spiritual anbi-
tions destroys the tranquility of the human spirit. GQuilt is a burden too
heavy to he carried. Yet the serenity of the soul can be restored when
forgiveness thrills the recipient. God said, "Cone now, and |et us
reason together, saith the LORD. Though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crinson, they shal
be as wool" (lsa 1:18). The Savior said, "Verily, verily, | say unto
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you, he that heareth ny word, and believeth on himthat sent ne, hath
everlasting life, and shall not conme into condemnation; but is passed
fromdeath unto life" (John 5:24). This glorious prom se endorses the
wor ds spoken through the prophet, "I will forgive their iniquity, and
will remenber their sin no nore" (Jer. 31:34). Men and women can
know t hey have been reconciled to GodAthat their feud with the

Al nmi ghty has term nated.

Through His Blood ... Power is Released (Revelation 12: 10A11)

"And | heard a | oud voice saying in heaven, Now is cone sal va-
tion, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused
them before our God day and night. And they overcane him by the
bl ood of the Lanb, and by the word of their testinony; and they
| oved not their lives unto the death."

To be acquainted with the power of Christ's redeening blood is
probably the greatest acquisition of any Christian. It is the invisible
shield that protects bel eaguered souls from satani ¢ dom nation. Wen
a believer clains that protective power, the forces of evil becone
i noperative. Conflicts are often | ost because nmen and wonen rely
upon human sufficiency, and their resources are never adequate.

The apostle John expressed the nost val uable of all doctrines when
he expl ai ned how Sat an was overcome when the saints exercised
their God-given authority and used agai nst the eneny their stron-
gest weaponAt he bl ood of the Lanb.

I shall never forget a night when an evangelistic service was
threatened by a very enotional wonan. The unfortunate wonan
had | ost control of her feelings, and her screanms and shouts dis-
turbed the entire congregati on. When she howed |like a wol f, | sat
with the pastor and feared the neeting would be ruined. Evidently
this was a direct effort by Satan to prevent the preaching of the
gospel . Desperately | began to pray. | said, "Lord, | cannot nanage
this situation, but | plead the protective power of Thy precious
bl ood. Please Lord, cover this neeting and prevent the evil one
frominterfering." Wthin a few nonments the woman becane sil ent
and remai ned notionl ess throughout the renaining part of the ser-
vice. Afterward the pastor said, "I saw your lips noving." | replied,
"I was asking the Lord to protect the service with the power of H's
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precious blood." It seens evident that spiritual battles are often [ ost
because Christians fail to use the weapons God has nade avail abl e.
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Though His Blood.. . Purity is Restored (I John 1:7)

"But if we walk in the Iight, as he is in the light, we have
fell owship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us fromall sin." This was anong the greatest of John's
statenents. The apostle spoke of continuous cleansing. This was not
only a purification of the soul, but also a maintenance of that condi-
tion. Neverthel ess, John was careful to enphasize this blessing was

conditional. He said, "If we walk in the Iight CGod' s abundant
grace is not a license to sin. People who walk in the light yield to
the divine will. Deliberate sinning is prohibited, noral pitfalls avoid-

ed, and everything contrary to the directions of the Holy Spirit
outl awed. There are sins of which some Christians may be un-
awar eAsi ns of omission. As a Christian grows in grace, he |earns
that certain things thought to be harm ess ni ght becone dangerous.
Therefore, in cooperation with the Lord, he rejects and avoi ds them
This is walking in the light, the secret of enjoying fellowship wth
the Lord. Christians filled with the Holy Spirit never do anything
that is obnoxious. The Lord said, "If ye love ne, keep nmy com
mandnent s. " When peopl e persistently resist the suggestions of the
Divine Spirit, they are not walking in the light and are not continu-
ally cleansed fromtheir sins. Their conscience beconmes a source of
annoyance, usefulness in Christ's service is inpaired, and, as was
the case with David, the joy of salvation is lost (Ps. 51:11A12).
Unfortunately, many Christians who have willfully transgressed
have fallen into error believing they have comritted an unpardonabl e
sin. They believe it is inpossible to restore forner relationships with
God. The future is therefore ruined, and the rest of their life is disas-
trous. Continuing frustration and defeat |ead to tragedy. Di snay and
shane produce frightening results. It then becones easy for people to
believe it is better to die than to live in nisery. That conclusion is
often the forerunner of suicide, when everything of value is destroyed.
It should be renmenbered that the nost inportant work of the Holy
Spirit is the presentation of the Savior. Jesus said, "Howbeit when he,
the Spirit of truth, is cone, he will guide you into all truth: for he shal
not speak of hinself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify ne: for
he shall receive of mne, and shall shew it unto you" (John 16: 13Al14).
The sin against the Holy Spirit is the rejection of Hi s nmessageAt he
failure to accept the Lord whom He presents. There is no forgiveness
for that sin, either on earth or in eternity.
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It is difficult to believe that anyone who truly loved Christ could
curse HHm Saints nake m stakes, but they would never renounce
their Lord. Sinon Peter disappointed his Master but wept his way
back to the feet of Jesus. Others have been wounded in the battles
of life, but the tenderness of divine nercy becane evident in the
restoring power of God' s care. John gave excellent advice to his
friends when he wote, "My little children, these things wite | unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Fat her, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1). W cannot wal k
and stand still at the same nonent. If we walk in the light, we wal k
with God and cannot be alone. To walk with the Lord leads to
continual cl eansing.

Through H's Blood ... Paradise is Reached (Revel ation 7: 14)
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John was surely entranced when God reveal ed to himthe book
of Revelation. He saw a great conpany of people arrayed in white
garnents and |istened as an el der asked, "Wat are these who are
arrayed in white robes? and whence cane they?" John replied, "Sir,
thou knowest. And he said unto ne, These are they which cane out
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and nade them
white in the bl ood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:13A14). These saints had
al ready reached their eternal hone; their dreans had cone true.

They were not hoping to reach heaven; they had arrived. The el der
expl ai ned these people were eternally safe, not because of their
identification with any special religious organization nor the inter-
cession of any trusted clergyman, but because they were in the
presence of God and their garments had been cleansed in the bl ood

of God's Son.

(1) A Sincere Desire. "They washed their robes." It is necessary
for us to accept what God provi des. Washi ng machi nes may be very
efficient, but human hands nust place the soiled articles into the
appliance. The cleansing of dirty clothing varies in certain countries.
Nevert hel ess, unless people desire cleansing and participate in the
process, nothing avails in the successful |aundering of their soiled
clothing. The same truth applies to the lives of nen and wonen.

Unl ess sinners desire to be clean, even God cannot perform what
needs to be done. John, referring to the saints in heaven, said, "They
washed their robes and made themwhite in the blood of the Lanb.

(2) A Safe Detergent. | have often watched Egyptian wonen
placing their soiled garnents into the nmuddy waters of the river
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Nile. InlIndia | was fascinated when the H ndus perforned simlar
chores in the filthy waters of the Ganges. Evidently they were satis-
fied with their efforts because they had no nore efficient way of
washing their linen. Wthin Western countries manufacturers spend
enormous suns of noney advertising products, and conpetition is
keen. They all claimto have the nost effective way of getting
clothes as white as snow. It is extrenely doubtful whether any
machi ne can justify the clains nade by its nanufacturer. People are
now being told that even the snow becones polluted when falling

t hrough a contami nated atnosphere

It is refreshing to learn that God's renedy for sinful souls is
perfect. He can do what other agencies cannot. H's detergent is
perfect and is supplied without cost! This was evident when John
was i nfornmed about the cleansing power of the blood of Christ.
Sorret i mes housew ves are di sappoi nted when their best efforts fai
to renmove annoyi ng stains. Wen the Lord cl eanses souls, even the
nost resistant bl em shes di sappear forever.

(3) AScintillating Display. "And the arnies which were in
heaven fol | owed hi mupon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean" (Rev. 19:14). This seens to be one of the attractive
characteristics of heaven. Describing the transfiguration of the Lord,
Luke said, "And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his rainent was white and glistening [sparkling]"” (Luke
9:29). Wen Matt hew described the appearance of the angel at the
tonb of the Lord, he wote, "H s countenance was |ike |ightning
and his rainent white as snow' (Matt. 28:3).

John Bunyan, in his thrilling book Pilgrims Progress, describes
a man who clinbed over a wall to begin his pilgrinmage toward the
celestial city. He considered it unnecessary to pass through the
of ficial entrance gate and never went near the cross. Later he was
refused admttance to the city of God. Yet Christian, who had been
to Calvary, was given a great welcone. The precious blood of
Christ was his passport to God's country; it guaranteed an entrance.
Bl essed are they whose garnents have been nade white.
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