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FOUR MDGETS ... and their secret of strength
( PROVERBS 30: 24- 28)

Ki ng Sol onon was a very observant man, who in spite of the
details of state business still found tine to study the ways
of Nature. He whom God had made w se, easily recognized
wi sdomin others ; and it was this fact which led himto wite,
" There be four things which are little upon the earth, but
they are exceeding wise: the ants . . . the conies . . . the
locusts . . . the spider.” Are we justified in thinking that
here is a progression of thought which rem nds of loftier
t hi ngs?

The Unsur passed Foresi ght

" The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their
meat in the sumer." Ants |ove sunshine, and on a warm

day these underground dwellers swarmthrough their tiny
tunnels in search of food. Wen one of these creatures dis-
covers a treasure, the news is conmunicated to the rest of
the colony, and i medi ately every abl e-bodi ed creature
hastens to help transport the " find " to the underground
granary. Wien the warmh of the sunshine begins to dis-
appear, the ants return to their hone, and all through the
bl eak days of winter they remain hidden. The great Creator
has endowed them w th superlative w sdom Recogni zi ng
their own insufficiency, they correctly assess their need and
adequately prepare for the future. There are nmany ot her
features about these tiny people which hunmans coul d wel |
enmulate. It is easy to understand why the Bible says, " Go
to the ant, thou sluggard.” Men are also in great need, and
are not capable of withstanding eternal storns. It behoves
themto prepare in sumrer-the day of opportunity-what

they will need in future days.

The Uni que Fortress

"The conies are but a feeble folk, yet nake they their

houses in the rocks." It is doubtful whether one could find
coni es anywhere except in rocks. These tinm d creatures have
no weapons with which to fight, and therefore they seek
shelter in the strongholds of nature. High on the cliff s be-
tween Capetown and Port Elizabeth in South Africa, these
creatures may be seen playing in the sunshine. Yet in order

to approach them the onl ooker rmust nove slowy and

quietly. The least sound is sufficient to alarm the animals,
and instantly they are on the alert. A rabbit burrows into
the soft earth, but the conies |ove rocks in the nost inaccessible
positions. It would be inpossible to dig themout of their

i npregnabl e fortress. They seemto be w ser than nen, who
have nore confidence in their own sufficiency than they have
in the Rock of Ages.

The Undi vi ded Fel | owshi p

" The | ocusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them

by bands." Isolated |ocusts present no dangers to the farner.

" United they stand: divided they fall." A swarm of |ocusts

is sonething to be feared. In their nmillions they appear on the

hori zon, and their passing suggests the drone of a great aero-

plane. In Central Africa and el sewhere in the world these

i nnunmer abl e pests sonetines obliterate the sun. Their

com ng represents a najor disaster, and vast suns of nobney

are spent annually in the attenpt to annihilate this nenace.

The | ocusts have no | eader, but as long as they stay together

they represent a striking force which nakes men fear. Alas,
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t hey might be our school masters. The fellowship of saints
shoul d be the greatest thing in the world. The Bi bl e speaks
of the oneness of the Body of Christ, but in actual experience
assenblies and individuals isolate thenselves from ot her
Christians. They divide the famly of God, and substitute
i npotence for power. Al true Christians value the fellow
ship of other believers. Real saints are never hermts nor
spiritual tranps!

The Undaunted Fortitude

"The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in king's

pal aces.” Cbviously King Sol onon knew this to be true.
Probably he had often destroyed a spider's web, only to find
that anot her soon appeared in its place. The spider's notto
seenms to be, " If at first you don't succeed, try, try again."
Thi s courageous spirit has been invincible during the ages.
The very existence of the spider depends upon its ability to
overcomnme persecution. |Its magnificent fortitude has con-
qguered kingdons. No nilitary guard can subjugate it, and

even the greatest watchful ness is not a guarantee agai nst the
spider's com ng. The hunted creature takes hold anywhere in
order to weave a web. W are rem nded of the words of

Christ: " No man, having put his hand to the plough, and

| ooki ng back, is fit for the kingdomof God." These anci ent

m dgets can teach all who are not too old to learn
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