THE BOY FROM THE COUNTRY... Elisha
THE BOY FROM THE COUNTRY... Elisha
(1 KINGS 19: 19, JOHN 7:39)

One of the nost respected citizens in a snmall town in York-
shire, England, was both the police officer and the veterinarian
When his wife answered the tel ephone one evening, a | ady
asked i f her husband were at home. "In what capacity do you
need hi n?" inquired the |ady of the house. "Wll," cane the
reply, "I need himboth as a vet and as a policenman. | cannot
get ny bulldog to open his nmouthAand there is a burglar
inside it!" That sinple story explains ny task. | have a strange
verse. If | can open it, there is treasure inside!

The Call in the Country. . . A Decision to Foll ow

It was probably a delightful norning when Elisha took his
oxen to plowin the field. He could not have known it was to be
his last day on the farm his life was about to be transforned.
He was |ike any other farner in the area and fervently desired
to be successful. Evidently he had partially reached that goal
for he owned his equipnent, and twenty-four sturdy oxen. Dur-
ing the norning he saw a stranger approachi ng, and was aston-

i shed when a cl oak was thrown over his head and shoul ders.

El i sha had heard of Elijah the prophet, for the entire nation was
aware of the confrontation which had occurred on Munt Car-

nel, and the anger of Jezebel when she heard of the assassi na-
tion of her priests. Yet, in all probability, the plowmn had no
previous contact with the man of God.

It was significant that God's call never went to a student nor
teacher in one of the schools of the prophets. Elijah did not
solicit the services of a nobleman's son, he went to a farner. It
is also interesting that Elisha was not influenced by Elijah's
failure, nor the possibility of financial loss if he accepted a cal
to the ministry. He slew a yoke of oxen and distributed the
nmeat anong nei ghbors. The pl ow was destroyed and used as
firewood. The other oxen were probably given to his famly or
friends, and it becane evident there was never a possibility he
woul d regret or renounce his comitnent. The decision to fol-
low Elijah was the commencenent of a remarkable mnistry.
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Many years | ater, another Teacher wal ked through Pal esti ne.
He nmet fishernen at their boats, a tax-gatherer at his place of
busi ness, and other people with ordinary occupations. He never
called a coll ege graduate nor professional of any kind. He, so to
speak, threw His mantle over poor nmen whose hands were
cal l oused fromearning a living. It was significant that the origi-
nal apostles never returned to their forner occupations during
the mnistry of their Master. As they comenced their new
career, they "burned their bridges behind them" Having pl aced
their hands upon the plow, they never |ooked back

The Concern of the Convert... A Desire to Feel
"Then he (Elisha) arose and went after Elijah, and mnistered

unto hint (I Kings 19:21). He did not performmracles, nor

acconpl i sh anything sensational, but he was conpletely

dependabl e. He was al ways present when Elijah required

assi stance; nothing could entice himfromhis place of service.

Maybe he prepared nmeals and provided fellowship, which

was al ways an antidote for |oneliness. Yet, the nore he served

Elijah, the greater becane his concern. He knew his naster

possessed unusual qualities which he did not have. One day

when Elijah said: "Ask what | shall do for thee, before |I be

taken away fromthee," Elisha responded: "I pray thee, let a
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doubl e portion of thy spirit be upon me" (2 Kings 2:9). Because
he was acutely aware of his insufficiency, Elisha yearned to
be nore Iike his master.

Centuries later the disciples of Christ reached the sanme con-
clusion. They followed Jesus, saw H s m ghty deeds, and even
tried to enulate Hi s exanple, but their best efforts fell short of
what they desired. This becane evident when a troubl ed father
sought deliverance for a tornented son (Matt. 17:19). Their
probl em was accentuated when, like Elijah, the Savior announced
Hi s i mm nent departure. They woul d be confronted by insur-
nount abl e obstacles, and evidently needed a doubl e portion of

the Holy Spirit. The Lord said: ..... he that believeth on ne, the
works that | do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because | go unto ny Father... And | will pray the

Fat her, and he shall give you another Conforter, that he may
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abide with you for ever" (John 14:12, 16, italics nmine). Elisha
was a wi ndow t hrough which it was easy to see the church

The Chal l enge of the Commssion.. . A Drection to
Ful fill

Thi ngs which are obtained easily are often of no value. Eter-
nal lifeis a gift fromGod, but the price to be paid for the
fulness of the Holy Spirit demands nore than some people are
willing to pay. Elijah's response to his servant's petition was
clear and concise. He said: "~Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless if thou see me when I amtaken fromthee, it shal
be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so" (2 Kings 2:10).
Evidently Elisha had to be faithful to the end, but that presented
problenms. Elijah had established colleges at Bethel and Jericho
where young nmen were trained for the mnistry, and at both
these centers attractive proposals were nade to Elijah's servant.
He coul d have becone a popul ar teacher, for his know edge of
the great Elijah would have made hima conpetent professor
He m ght have becone the president of an institution. H's ser-

vi ces woul d have been in great demand, and hi s engagenents
exceedingly lucrative. The refusal to accept the invitations re-
veal ed the resolution of his soul. He had determined to stay
with Elijah, and that was exactly what he did.

Many of the people who heard the Savior's final words were
not as wi se. Paul indicated the risen Christ "was seen of above
five hundred brethren at once. . ." (1 Cor. 15:6). Probably that
referred to the time when the Lord ascended into the presence
of His Father. "And being assenbled together with them he
comanded them that they should not depart from Jerusal em
but wait for the pronise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have
heard of ne . . . ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you. . ."(Acts 1:4 and 8). Mre than 500
peopl e heard those words, but it remains a nystery why, for
reasons unknown, 380 never stayed |ong enough to enjoy the
thrill of Pentecost. What happened to thenf?

The Conquests of the Consecrated.. . A Description of
Fai t hf ul ness

El i sha requested a double portion of his master's spirit, and
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it was significant that he performed twice as nmany mracles as

Elijah did. Furthernore, if he may be judged by his deeds, he
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was the nost Christlike of all the prophets. For exanple, after
he was filled with the Holy Spirit, he raised the dead (2 Kings
4:19-36 and Luke 7:15); fed hungry people (2 Kings 4:42-44
and Matt. 15:32-39); cleansed a leper (2 Kings 5:10-14 and
Mall.. 16:9-10); and gave sight to the blind (2 Kings 6:20 and
Luke 18:3543). Finally, life was given through his death (2
Ki ngs 13:20-21 and John 3:16).

It is inmportant to know the prelude to these marvel ous experi -
ences. The type suggests the servant "died" with his master
Elijah and Elisha went through Jordan together (Rom 6:6). Wen
Christ died, our carnal nature was reckoned as crucified with the
Redeener. Yet, that was not enough to guarantee the ful ness of
di vine bl essing. After Elisha destroyed his own garnents A that
is, after he renounced his self-life, he put on the mantle of Elijah
and returned to the sanme river to cross it alone (Gal. 2:20). Like-
wi se Paul also clainmed that he passed through his JordanAhis
Cal varyAdaily (see | Cor. 15:31). It was continuous identifica-
tion with Christ in death which led to the success of the apostle's
evangel i stic crusades. He and Elisha proved the truth of the Scrip-
ture: .... . Not by mght, nor by power, but by ny spirit, saith the
Loan of hosts" (Zech. 4:6).

Many years ago, J. Allen Tupper and a friend were being
escorted around the interesting barracks at Fort Mnroe. The
gui de pointed to a |large gun and exclained: "Wth that gun we
could pulverise great stone walls, and kill many enenies thou-
sands of yards away." The friend replied: “That is not so; the
gun by itself is useless." "Oh," said the officer, "of course we
must first insert the powder and shell, and then the disastrous
work will begin." The friend replied: "Even that is not enough
You still need the spark which will send the shell toward its
target." The Rev. Tupper said: "W may have big guns in the
pul pit, and possess the finest equipnent, but unless we have the
fire of the Holy Spirit, we shall never shatter the stronghol ds of
Satan, nor bring in the reign of our spiritual King."
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