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Then said the LORD unto Moses. Behold, | will rain bread
from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gether a
certain rate every day (Exod. 16:4).

And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years ... until
they came unto the borders of the |Iand of Canaan (Exod. 16:35).

Yea, they spake against God: they said, Can God furnish a
table in the wilderness?... And [ God] had rai ned down
manna upon themto eat, and had given them of the corn of
heaven. Man did eat angels' food (Ps. 78:19. 24A25).

The peopl e asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them
with the bread of heaven (Ps. 105:40).

The account of how God sustained the children of |srael dur-
ing their journey from Egypt to Canaan has al ways conmanded
attention. Prophets referred to it. the psalm st wote about it. the
Savior used it as an illustration, the apostles preached about it,
and today foolish critics argue about it. There are three postures
t aken by peopl e who speak about this incident in the w | derness.

1. Deni al

Unbel i evers state the story is based on fantasy: it never hap-
pened. They say the sanme about all the supernatural mracles
mentioned in the Bible. Unless they can explain things accord-
ing to natural laws, the incidents are disnissed as untrue.

2. Dilution

Sormre people believe the nmiracle was unnecessary, for the people
gat hered a substance produced by the tamari x mani fera trees that
grow profusely in that part of the world. For exanple, Wrner
Keller, the German journalist who explored the Mddl e East, wote
a book entitled The Bible as History and di scussed the nanna t hat
fell in the wilderness. He says: 'In every valley throughout the
whol e region of M. Sinai, there can still be found The Bread of
Heaven,' which the nonks and Arabs gather to preserve and sell to
strangers who pass that way." These words were witten in 1483 by

33
Brei t enbach, Dean of Miinz, in an account of his pilgrimge to
Sinai. "The sane bread," he continues, "falls about daybreak Iike

dew or frost and hangs in beads on grass, stones and twigs. It is
sweet |ike honey. and sticks to the teeth. We bought a lot of it."
Keller then lists a nunmber of expeditions whose findings were sup-
portive of this description. One of the explorers naned Bodenhe-

imer said: "The taste of these crystallized grains of manna is
peculiarly sweet. It is nost of all |ike honey when it has been left a
long tine to solidify.” "It was |ike coriander seed. white: and the
taste of it was like wafers nmade with honey" (see Exod. 16:31). The
tamari x tree that produces this manna can still be found in that part
of the Mddl e East. The Bedoui ns knead the gl obules into a puree

whi ch they consunme as a wel cone and nourishing addition to their

of ten nonotonous diet. The tamarix trees grow in profusion in Sina
and al ong the Wadi of Arabah right up to the Dead Sea.'

3. Defense
This German author was a sincere Christian who w shed to
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vi ndi cate the accuracy of the Scriptures. Hi s opinion, however,
may not represent the truth expressed in the Bible. Arthur W
Pi nk, the noted author and expositor, also researched this subject,
and his comrents are interesting. He wote: "It is striking to
note how the supernatural is evidenced in connection with the
giving of the manna. |In Exodus 16:16 we read, "This is the thing
whi ch the LORD bath conmmanded, gather of it every nan
according to his eating, an onmer for every nan, according to the
nunber of your persons; take ye every man for them which are
in his tents." Now, a conservative estimate of the total nunber of
I sraelites who canme out of Egypt would be two nmillion, for they
had nore than six hundred thousand nen able to go forth to war
(see Num 1:45A46). An “oner' was to be gathered for every one
of these two million souls, and an onmer is the equival ent of six
pints. There would be twelve mllion pints, or nine nillion pounds
gat hered daily, which was four thousand five hundred tons. Hence,
ten trains, each having thirty cars, and each car having in it
fifteen tons, would be needed for a single day's supply. Over a
mllion tons of manna were gathered annually by Israel. And | et
it be remenbered this continued for forty years! Equally
wonderful , equally miraculous, equally Divine is the Bible."2
This viewpoint is correct, for without divine assistance the nation
woul d have perished in that inhospitable region. If God intended
to bring the Hebrews into the |land of Canaan, it was i ncunbent
upon HHmto sustain themuntil that becane possible.

The Manna WAas Divinely Provided... Perfectly Amazing
Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold. | will rain bread
from heaven for you (Exod. 16:4).

And t he whol e congregation of the children of I|srael nur-

mur ed agai nst Mbses and Aaron in the w |l derness: And the
children of Israel said unto them Wuld to God we had di ed

by the hand of the LORD in the |Iand of Egypt where we sat by
the flesh pots, and where we did eat bread to the full: for ye
have brought us forth into this wilderness to kill the whole
assenbly with hunger (Exod. 16:2A3).

Moses and Aaron nust have been very frustrated. The stay at
Elim where twelve wells of water had quenched the thirst of the
peopl e, had been followed by increasing problens. The wells
could not continue to neet the demands of such a large nmulti-
tude, and the Iimted shade of fered by seventy palmtrees could
not shield everybody fromthe relentl ess heat of the sun. Every-
body was conpl ai ni ng and the canp was in an uproar. Aninmals
were listless, children were crying, and parents were beconi ng
increasingly resentful. Then cane the voice of God to reassure

Moses. The Lord said, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven
for you." What followed al nost beggared description
Throughout the night, the bread fell Iike a gigantic snowstorm

until the strange substance covered the entire canp. Wen the sun
arose, its light shone upon a scene of resplendent beauty. The
first nmen to see the spectacle wondered if they were dreani ng

for such a spectacle had never been seen. Suspiciously, they tasted
"the bread of heaven," which seenmed |ike wafers made with

honey. The fact that enormous quantities had fallen fromthe sky
was tenporarily forgotten, as the excited Israelites enjoyed an
early nmorning picnic. Sonewhere in the crowmd Mdses stood and

whi spered: "~ Thank you, Lord."

They said therefore unto him Wat sign shewest thou then
that we nay see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? CQur
35
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fathers did eat manna in the desert: as it is witten. He gave
them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them
Verily, verily. | say unto you. Mdyses gave you not that bread
from heaven: but ny Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven. For the bread of God is he which conmeth down from
heaven, and giveth Iife unto the world. Then said they unto
him Lord, evernore give us this bread. And Jesus said unto
them | amthe bread of life: he that coneth to ne shall never
hunger: and he that believeth on ne shall never thirst
(John 6: 30A35).

A crowd of people stared at the Savior. They had witnessed
an astoni shing nmiracle, but doubt was paralyzing their faith. "They
said therefore unto him What sign shewest thou then. that we
may see. and believe thee? Wat dost thou work?" (John 6:30).

It was evident that God al one could supply the Bread of Life -
no ot her source was avail able. Wen Jesus clainmed to be The
True Bread, He inplied the manna was a foreshadowi ng of a
greater event still to cone.

Del i berately Possessed .. . Personally Accepted

This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded. Gat her of
it every man, according to his eating, an oner for every man
according to the nunber of your persons: take ye every nan
for themwhich are in his tents (Exod. 16:16).

The nights in the wilderness were extrenely exciting. As the
dar kness approached, even the children waited for their first
glinpse of the falling manna. It descended with the grace of
snowf | akes. Perhaps the people were afraid to go outside their
tents, but when the dawn canme it seenmed as if angels had cov-
ered the ground with a huge white bl anket. As the manna refl ect-
ed the nagnificence of the rising sun, the people beheld a scene
of |oveliness never before wi tnessed. Nevertheless, the tact re-
mai ned that families could have starved to death. The manna
was useless unless it was gathered. Mses was very explicit
when he instructed the heads of households to collect what was
necessary for their famlies. It would appear to be inconceivable
that nen would neglect or refuse to do what was urgently essen-
tial. The sane truth applied to the gathering of the quail that
were brought by strong winds to the area. If people refused to
obey the instructions given, death was inevitable. The Hebrews
chose between sustenance and starvation. |If they obeyed God,
they lived: otherw se, they perished.

Many years later the Savior expounded that Scripture and
enphasi zed that the manna in the wilderness did not supply
eternal life: the people who ate it eventually died. He al one was
the true Bread of Life, able to supply imortality.

Verily, verily. | say unto you, He that believeth on ne bath
everlasting life. | amthat bread of life. Your fathers did eat
manna in the wlderness, and are dead. This is the bread which
coneth down from heaven, that a man nmay eat thereof, and

not die. I amthe livine bread which canme down from heaven:

if any nman eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the

bread that | will give is nmy flesh, which | will give for the life
of the world (John 6:47A51).

It is interesting that, although the heads of househol ds were
comanded to gather nmanna for their dependents, each individ-
ual was required to partake for himself, the father could only
gather food for his fanmily A they had to eat it! The Lord said:
"Hmthat coneth to ne | will in no w se cast out" (John 6:37).
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Delightfully Pleasing... Possibly Angelic

Though he had commanded the cl ouds from above, and opened

the doors of heaven and had rai ned down manna upon themto
eat, and had given themof the corn of heaven. Man did eat
angel s’ food (Ps. 78:23A25).

And the manna was as coriander seed, and the col our thereof

as the colour of bdellium And the people went about, and
gathered it, and ground it in mlls, or beat it in a nortar, and
baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was
as the taste of fresh oil (Num 11:7A8).

Abber, the Hebrew word which has been transl ated angel s,
neans strong or nmighty and is used regarding princes (Ps. 68:31)
and nobles (Job 24:22). It could be rendered "food of nobles and
princes." that is, food of richer quality than is found on the

37
tabl es of peasants. The innmedi ate context would seemto require
the translation used in the Authorized Version, for the food is
said to have come down from heaven. It is rendered "food of
angel s" in the Septuagint. the Vulgate. other ancient versions of
the Bible, and by Luther."

The psal ni st was convinced the nanna was food upon which
heavenly beings feasted. |If that viewpoint was correct, then an-
gels had been thrilled, sustained, and nourished by their fell ow
ship with the Son of God. The text night therefore provide an
insight into the diet of angelic beings.

It is worthy of consideration that the manna was taken by the
Hebrew wonmen and ground in nmills, beaten in nortars. baked in
pans, and nade into cakes and other delicacies. Their efforts
wer e phenonenal, for what they produced resenbled the taste of
fresh oil. Al Christians should consider this fact. God sent the
Bread of Life, but nuch depends upon how it is appropriated.

The Savior is able to help His followers in every circunstance of
life. People who never "explore” fellowship with Christ may say

as did the mixed nultitude in Israel: "But now our soul is dried
away" (Num 11:6).

Many years ago. | heard an old man giving a testinony. He
said: "Brothers and Sisters, | |ove Sunday when | can cone to

church and get my batteries charged by listening attentively to
the sernons. Then on Monday and Tuesday | feed on them but

by Wednesday | have forgotten what | heard. During Thursday.
Friday. and Saturday, | wait for Sunday so | can recharge ny
batteries." | wondered what night have happened if the preacher
had an off day! God gave us oxygen to breathe even nonent of
every day. He also supplies "angels' food" to produce simlar
results.

Definitely Prolonged ... Purpose Acconplished
And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, unti
they canme to a land inhabited: they did eat manna, until they
cane unto the borders of the land of Canaan (Exod. 16:35).

Evidently. God was able to conpl ete what He commenced.
The continuance of Hi s bl essing did not depend upon the worthi-
ness of Israel, but upon H's own faithful ness. There were many
occasi ons when the Hebrews displeased the Lord, when their
desire to return to Egypt was offensive. Yet, in spite of their
conpl aints, the manna continued to descend.

And the mixt rmultitude that was anong themfell lusting: and
the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Wo shal
Page 4



EATI NG ANGELS' FOOD
give us flesh to eat? W renenber the fish, which we did eat
in Egypt freely: the cucunbers, and the nelons, and the |eeks,
and the onions, and the garlick. But now our soul is dried
away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our
eyes (Num 11:4A6).

We shoul d not quickly condenn the children of Israel. for
unfortunately, we resenble them we are selfish and Ilike to con-
trol our destiny. Wien prayers are not answered favorably, we
are di spl eased and begin to question God's wi sdom The "food
of Egypt" was associated with bondage. The patience of God is
al rost beyond conprehensi on. Throughout the forty years in
whi ch Israel wandered in the wilderness, the Lord's nercy never
di m ni shed. The manna continued to fall until the land of mlk
and honey was just across the river. Thomas 0. Chi shol m m ght
have been reviewing |Israel's journey when he wote:

Geat is Thy faithful ness, 0 God ny Father,

There is no shadow of turning wth Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy conpassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithful ness!

Great is Thy faithful ness!

Mor ni ng by nmorning, new nmercies | see:

Al'l 1 have needed Thy hand bath provi ded;

Great is Thy faithful ness, Lord unto ne!
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