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DAVID ... and his habit of slaying giants
(1 SAMUJEL 17: 49)

The scene was awe-inspiring, for the mn-nountain had
appeared again fromthe' tents of the Philistines. He sneered
and asked, " Wiy are ye cone out to set your battle in
array'? amnot | a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul ? choose
you a nman for you, and let himconme down to ne. If he

be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your
servants: but if | prevail against him and kill him then
shall ye be our servants, and serve us . . . | defy the armes

of Israel this day" (vv. 9, 10). And as young David heard

t he chal l enge, he | ooked expectantly toward his countrymen.
Surely this blasphenous heat hen shoul d be taught a |esson
What, is there no man willing to fight hinP Then | wll.

It was unbelievable ; even Israel stood aghast. A nere boy
had perforned the inpossible. They surged forward to reap
the reward of his deed. They overtook and slew rmany
Philistines ; but Goliath had strange relations who lived to
fight another day.

The G ant of Regal Fury

Saul was desperately angry ; hidden fires snoul dered
within his breast. This upstart had bew tched and stol en the
hearts of Israel. Wat were they singing? Saul has slain
hi s thousands, and David his ten thousands (I 8 7). Bah

Jeal ousy nade himfurious ; his hands clenched at his side.
David was a nenace. The boy's smles were nmaddening ;
his music thrilled the soul, but everything was wong, and

suddenly the vol canic powers erupted in Saul's breast. " And
Saul cast the javelin ; for he said, | will smite David even
tothe wall withit. . . . And David behaved hinself wsely

in all his ways; and the Lord was with hint (I 8: 11-14).
Saul repeatedly revealed the sanme inexcusable ferocity of
pur pose, but on each occasion David overcanme bitterness with
ki ndness. Then anot her gi ant cane forward.

The G ant of Personal Revenge

Poor David had been driven fromall his friends. He was
honel ess, and went in danger of his life; but God sniled
upon the fugitive. The canp of Saul was w apped in slunber
for the nen, weary with the pursuits <)f the day, had lain
down to rest. Even the sentries slept at their posts. David
snmled in the shadows. A little care, and his eneny would

be at his nercy. David calmMy watched the canp, and
deli berately planned his line of approach to the royal tent.
Then he began the nost perilous journey of his career. it

was done ; his eneny lay at his feet. David beard the sug-
gestions of evil, " Smite himnow, and renove your eneny.
Israel will acclaimyour deed. Has not God delivered him

into your hands'? This is the chance of a lifetine. Sei ze
it." The youthful captain shook his head. King Saul was
the Lord's anointed. David silently severed a piece of the

sl eeper's skirt, and then di sappeared into the blackness of
the night. He had conquered another giant. The reactions
in the realmof evil were very considerable ; this David was

a great warrior. Was there another volunteer to challenge this
Israelite'? Certainly, a giant was already on his feet.

The G ant of Tornenting Guilt
He was clever-ruthlessly clever. He avoided open con-
flict with this dynamc fighter, for he knew David had to be
trapped. Were there openings in the royal arnour? Wre
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there any weak spots in the king's rugged defenses? Could
any dart pierce to the heart of the invincible? Wat about
alittle bew tching beauty? Wat about an illegitimte affec-
tion? Could this inpregnable hunan citadel be destroyed
by fire-the fire of unholy passion, kindled by a spark of
lust? It was worth trying. The giant planned his canpaign
and David was soon fighting for his life. Apollyon had hands
of toughened steel, and those hands were <choking him His
eyes blurred ; his heart was bursting. The devil of lust had
ruined his fighting qualities. Adultery, villainy, nmurder, had
filled the nusic of his soul with vibrating discords. He
reel ed back under the pressure of the eneny, and was haunted
by the nenmory of his disgraceful conduct. A nman lay in his
grave ; the fair name of a beautiful w fe had beconme eternally
stained ; he hinself was guilty before God. And G ant Guilt
sneered at his helpless victim It was the nonster's first
m stake, for it gave David an opportunity to get on his knees.
The guilty man prayed (Psa. 51), and the oppressor had the
shock of his life. The battle continued for a long tine, but
the end was no longer in doubt. Utinmately the giant was
overcone. He had been so near to triunph, but had thrown
away his chances. David never gave him another oppor-
tunity, for he knew these giants, and |iked themas nuch as
they liked him
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