CLI MBI NG MOUNTAI NS W TH EXPERTS
CLI MBI NG MOUNTAI NS W TH EXPERTS

My hone in Wal es was surrounded by nountains which pre-
sented an escape fromthe busy life of the valley. The constant
traffic on the narrow streets. the shops. the people seened to be
restrictive, so | developed the habit of clinbing the hills where
the silence was unbroken. | had a friend called difford. and
toget her we shared fell owship. He becane a m ssionary, and |
an evangelist, but in those days we preached to each other. He
practiced on ne. and I on him and rmaybe even the angels
| aughed. It was to be expected that nountains would al ways
attract nme. | have worshi ped on Mount Calvary. clinmbed Dr.
Boreham s Mount Hobart in Tasnania, stood on Munt Carnel
in Israel, Table Muntain in Capetown. South Africa. and | ooked
with awe on the nighty Hinmalayas in northern India. The Lord
appreciates ny interest in nmountains, for He designed every one
of those lofty places.

dinmbing Mount Sinai with Moses..

The Pl ace of Revel ation
And the LORD canme down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the
mount; and the LORD called Mdses up to the top of the nount;
and Mbses went up (Exod. 19:20).

Moses was clinbing into the holy nountain, but progress was
slow. The entire area was shaking, and the hills were burning.
Even the sky was obliterated by dense cl ouds which seened to
reflect the anger of the Almghty. A trunpet blown by an unseen
angel was filling listeners with dread. Mdses was about to neet
with the living God and wondered what the outcome woul d be.
| srael had been warned not to approach the nmountain, for contact
woul d nean instant death. Israel’'s |eader was wal king on a pro-
hi bited area, and that was enough to frighten any man. Hi gher
and higher he went, until finally he reached his destination. Not
since the days of Adam and Eve had any hunan been so close to
the Creator.

When the Ten Conmmandnments were witten or engraved upon
sl abs of stone, the patriarch received the greatest revelation giv-
en to man. The mgjesty of the Alm ghty was expressed in the ten
rules. If Israel obeyed, they would live and prosper; if they did
not, they would suffer and die. Unfortunately, that awesone
nmessage has been ignored by manki nd. The doctrines of holiness
have been di sni ssed by people who indulge in prohibited prac-
tices. The Creator is now considered to be the doting parent of
all who ignore His laws. Disgusting acts of imorality are now
thought to be trifling weaknesses. Recently over national televi-
sion, a clergynman said he was proud to be a honosexual and
thrilled to know God truly |oved and appreciated him That de-
| uded man woul d have quite an argunent with Paul (see Rom
1: 24A27) .

dinbing Mount Carnel with Elijah..

The Pl ace of Responsibility

Now t herefore send, and gather to ne all Israel unto nount
Carnel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and
the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Je-
zebel's table (1 Kings 18:19).

Al the inhabitants of Israel were filled w th apprehension
a trenendous confrontati on was about to take place. King Ahab
was i nfuriated because the neddl esone prophet sonehow had
changed the weather patterns, and no rain had fallen on the | and
for over three years. Now that preacher had made an appearance
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and was about to neet the king. The royal party was already on
Mount Carnel. Troubl e was anti ci pated.

And Elijah canme unto all the people, and said, How |l ong halt
ye between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him

but if Baal, then follow him And the people answered him
not a word. . . . And Elijah said unto all the people, Cone
near unto me. And all the people canme near unto him And he
repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down (I Kings
18:21. 30).

When the fire fell upon God's altar, Israel was given a revel a-
tion from heaven. CGod al one was capabl e of supplying the needs
of mankind. He could and woul d, but God and Baal coul d never
occupy the sanme tenple. When Elijah slew the fal se prophets
who had seduced the nation, the people were reninded of God' s
stern warning: "Thou shalt have no other gods before ne." The
41
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worl d needs to renenber those words are as valid today as they
were when first given to Mses.

Cinbing the High Mountain with Christ...

The Pl ace of Resistance

And the devil, taking him[Jesus] up into an high nountain.
shewed unto himall the kingdons of the world in a nonent

of time. And the devil said unto him Al this power wll |

give thee, and the glory of them for that is delivered unto ne:
and to whonsoever | will give it. If thou therefore wilt wor-
ship ne. all shall be thine (Luke 4:5A7).

Froma lofty place it is possible to see many things. and that
was particularly true on the day when Satan and the Savi or stood
on a high nmountain |Iooking through tine toward eternity. Wen
the Devil offered to surrender the kingdons of the world in
exchange for an act of worship. he reveal ed i nportant facts.

(1) He had not changed! During earth's earliest ages. Lucifer
fell from heaven because he desired to be |ike the Mdst High
(see Isa. 14:12A15). and al though centuries brought changes to
the world, Satan never lost his original desire. (2) The Devil's
claimto be the ruler of the world was never denied by the Lord.
Unfortunately, through Adamis folly. the Evil One becane the
god of this world. It was the purpose of the Savior to redeem
manki nd, and the insidious tenptation presented Christ with a
way to avoid the Cross. One act of worship would apparently
meke the Crucifixion unnecessary. Satan appeared to be gener-
ous in his offer, but conpliance would have | ost forever the
opportunity to bring humanity back to God. Sonetines the |ong-
est way around is the shortest way hone!

dinbing the Mount of Transfiguration with the Disciples..
The Pl ace of Reunion

And it canme to pass about eight days after these sayings,
he took Peter and John and Janmes, and went up into a noun-
tain to pray. . . . And behold, there talked with himtwo nen,
whi ch were Mdses and Elias (Luke 9:28, 30).

They had made their choice! N ne disciples had renmained in
the valley, and were probably enjoying fellowship in the hone
of a friend. Peter. Janes, and John woul d have | oved to be
anong them but they had acconpani ed Jesus into the nountain
to pray. Luke wrote: "And as he prayed. the fashion of his coun-
tenance was altered" (Luke 9:29). The frail barrier of flesh could
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not hide the eternal glory which Jesus had shared with H s Fa-
ther frombefore the commencenent of time. H s face shone
wi th indescribable brilliance, and even His clothes glowed with
radi ance from Hi s body. That sight could never be forgotten. and
many years |later, when Peter wote to his friends, he was stil
t hi nki ng of that menorabl e experience (see 2 Peter 1:18).

Overcone by weariness the disciples fell asleep. but when

t hey awakened, they saw Moses and Elijah speaking with their
Lord. In spite of everything. Mdses did enter the Prom sed Land.
God buried only the patriarch's body! Elijah enjoyed a nore
spect acul ar entrance; he went hone in one of God's chariots of
fire. Wien centuries later they returned to the Promni sed Land.
t hey brought a special nessage about the work Christ would
acconplish through H s death (see Luke 9:31). That neeting on
the mountain was only a reunion of friends who had often nmet in
God's country. The patriarch woul d have sniled to hear Paul
expl ai ning that those who die in the Lord were "absent fromthe
body and hone with the Lord" (see 2 Cor. 5:8). Mses knew
deat h was dead!

dinmbing the Mount of Aives with Jesus..

The Pl ace of Renewal
And it came to pass in those days. that he [Christ] went out
into a nountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to
God (Luke 6:12).

And he cane out, and went as he was wont to the npunt of
dives; and his disciples also foll owed him (Luke 22:39).

It was not easy for Christ to maintain His daily schedul e of
activity, for crowds followed H m everywhere. The New Test a-
ment records how during a trenmendous stormon the Sea of Gali -
| ee, Jesus slept. Wien the winds had whi pped the waves to fury,
and thunder and |ightning shattered the silence of the night, the
desperate fishermen feared for their safety. Yet, the Lord lay in a
deep sleep until awakened by His foll owers (see Mark 4:38). There
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wer e occasi ons when the Savior could hardly keep Hi s eyes open
there was no time to relax. How then did He maintain His daily
progranf? The answer to that inportant question can only be found
in the Mount of Aives. That particular hill is not a high nountain.
It is one of the smallest in the country, vet it becanme a sanctuary
where, throughout the night. Jesus conmuned with H s Father
During the day people worked there in vineyards and ot her pl aces.
but at night they slept. Probably that was the reason why Jesus
wai ted for darkness to arrive before He went there to pray. He
taught: "Men ought always to pray. and not to faint" (Luke 18:1).
This was the Lord's nethod of renewing H's strength. |saiah said:
"But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength: they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary: and they shall wal k, and not faint" (Isa. 40:31).

dinmbing Calvary with Menories..
The Pl ace of Redenption

M wife and I. on our twenty-fifth weddi ng anni versary, slow
ly wal ked to the place where the Savior died. At that tinme it was
possi ble to do so: today special perm ssion nust be sought. for
that hallowed site is a cenetery. The unpardonabl e conduct of
sensel ess hippies conpelled the Moslemelders to close their buri-
al ground to all outsiders, and today it is only possible to | ook
through large iron gates that exclude foreigners. W stood on the
brow of the hill. looked at the tonb in the garden. and knew we
were within a short distance of the "Place of a Skull." There, we
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t hanked God for our redenption. Later | took ny party of tourists
to that sane spot. and as they sat in the shade of a tree. we
renmenmbered Christ's death. Birds were singing in the trees, but
their song could not be conpared with the rmusic filling our souls.
W were worshiping at the nost sacred place on earth.

Wunded for ne, wounded for nme.

There on the cross He was wounded for ne:
Gone ny transgressions. and now | amfree.
Al l because Jesus was wounded for ne.

Clinbing a Great Mountain with an Angel..
The Pl ace of Recognition

Come hither. | will shew thee the bride, the Lanb's wife. And
he [the angel] carried ne away in the spirit to a great and high
nount ai n, and shewed nme that great city, the holy Jerusal em
descendi ne out of heaven from God (Rev. 21:9A10).

It is to be regretted that Revelation is the | east understood of
all the books of the Bible. The apostle John nentioned four
wonder ful truths when he wote his nessage.

The Lanb's Bl ood Redeening (Rev. 5:9)

The Lanb's Bride Rejoicing (Rev. 19:7)

The Lanb's Book Revealing (Rev. 20:12) i
The Lanb's Building Renmai ning (Rev. 2 1:10A27)

He was anazed to see the greatest city ever constructed sl ow
Iy descending fromheaven. It mattered not how this was accom
plished. for although the city was fifteen hundred mles square
and fifteen hundred niles high. the aws of gravity were inopera-
tive when the nassive structure gracefully descended fromthe
sky. It was the fulfillnment of the prom se nade by the Savior
"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
innme. In nmy Father's house are nany mansions: if it were not
so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And
if | go and prepare a place for you. | will come again and receive
you unto nyself' (John 14:1A3). i i
The Celestial City is to be the home of the BrideAthe churchA
where the redeened will live with Christ eternally. Al the types.
predictions, and pronises of the Scriptures will have been ful -
filled. and whatever surprises nay await God' s people, that glit-
tering city will be at the center of everything. John said: "And the
city had no need of the sun, neither of the nmoon to shine in it. for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lanb is the |ight thereof"
(Rev. 21:23). That amazing place will be God's everlasting non-
ument to the faithfulness of H's Son, whose sacrificial death re-
deened sinners. John was taken to a high nountain to see this
spect acl e, but one day, perhaps soon, we shall enter through the
gates to behold the Lanb Hinmself. The poet was inspired when he
wr ot e:

| have heard of a land on a far away strand.
In the Bible the story is told,
45

Were cares never cone, never darkness nor gl oom
And not hi ng shall ever grow ol d.

There's a home in that |and.

At the Father's right hand

There are nansions whose joys are untold.

And perennial spring, where the birds ever sing.
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And not hi ng shall ever grow ol d.

In that beautiful land on that far away strand,
No stornms with their blasts ever frown.

The streets. | amtold, are paved with pure gold.
And the sun, it shall never go down.

461

Page 5



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.



http://www.daneprairie.com

