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CHRIST ... and the tale of two cities
(Mark 6: 7-12)

The synagogue was in an uproar ; the citizens of Nazareth
were angry! It was disgraceful that their one-tine carpenter
shoul d have defiled the holy place with his aboninable utter-
ances. He had a swol |l en head-he was an arrogant young

fool -he was a disgrace to his parents and the community

in general. He should have been thrown over the precipice,
but perhaps it was providential that he had escaped. The
good nane of |srael night have been stained w th murder

Good riddance to him And outside the city of sin, the Lord
Jesus sorrowful ly | ooked back at Hi s old home, and sighed.

" And he called unto himthe twelve, and began to send t hem
forth by two and two. " They were ready to depart when
He rem nded them of two cities.

The City of Disgusting Passion

Lot sat in the gateway of the ancient city, and watched the
approach of two strangers. Wiere would they spend the

ni ght? They were in danger, but were unaware of the perils

of entering Sodom He would offer themshelter. " Centle-
nmen, follow ne quickly, or else-Ah, we are too |ate. That
devilish nob saw us. Excuse ne, |'Il be back in a noment."

And he cl osed the door behind him Poor nan, he has gone

to turn wolves fromtheir victins. The angels opened the
door to pull himto safety. He was rather startled, but out-
side, the lewd cries of filthy men echoed through the night.
Hel | was abroad! Those beastly nen were a blot on God's

fair world. " Then the Lord rai ned upon Sodom and upon
Gonorrah brinstone and fire fromthe Lord out of heaven."
When the disciples shuddered, the Saviour rem nded them of

t he ot her pl ace-

The City of Dignified Pride

" Can you see it, children? It has el aborate, ornate syna-

gogues, and the elders are nmen of standing. They fast tw ce
in the week, and give tithes of all they possess. They are

dignified, and true to the traditions of the fathers. Yet, watch

them now, as two preachers begin to speak in the market place.
They frown. '"What is this? Repent! Good gracious! Are

those itinerant evangelists telling us to repent? Disgraceful
W are children of Abraham H dden sin in our hearts!

Such unwarranted interference and cheek. Preacher, nind

your own busi ness, and repent of your own wi ckedness. And

| eave our city ; we don't want your noise nor your religion.’
Jesus paused to ask, "Can you see those two cities? Now
listen again, 'And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear
you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your
feet for a testinony against them Verily | say unto you, It
shall be nore tolerable for Sodom and Gonorrah in the day

of judgnent, than for that city."

(i) The Day of Judgnent-how sure

Unl ess there be a day of final reckoning, this statenent of
Christ is utterly msleading. This part of H's teaching coin-
cides with His other nessages. He believed that ultimtely
all men will stand before God, to account for the things done
in this world. He believed, too, that men could be lost ; and
it was to save such people He cane into the world

(ii) The Decision of the judge - how surprising
Wiy shoul d Sodom have a better chance than the city
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of a later date? Sodom had no Gospel, no preachers to
warn of the consequences of sin, no church where services
were hel d. Sodom had never heard of the Lord Jesus, and
had never wi tnessed His amazing mracles. The other city
had heard of Christ, had nmet H s anbassadors, had seen the
m racl es of redeening grace-and had no excuse for ignor-
ance. God can only judge a man according to the |ight which
he possesses.

(iii) The Desires of Jesus - how sincere

" And they went out, and preached that nmen shoul d repent.
And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many
that were sick, and healed them" The Lord Jesus desired to
save nen. He wanted themto hear the way of truth, and be
unashanmed before the throne of God. Have | heard the
Cospel ? Have | ever been challenged with the inportance

of deciding for Christ? Have | been reared in a godly hone
and a Christian Church? Could it be possible that in the day
of judgnent it will be nore tolerable for untutored, black
heat hen, than it will be for nme?

When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgnment throne
Rock of Ages, cleft for ne,

Let ne hide nyself in Thee.
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