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One of the intriguing features associated with the Lord's ministry
was that He only visited certain places once. He went several tines
to Bethany and Jerusalem and His itineraries in Galilee often covered
the sane ground. Neverthel ess, for sone inscrutable reason, He only
went once to certain villages, but each time this happened, sonething
spectacul ar took place. W are therefore convinced H s actions were
del i berately pl anned.

To reveal a mssion (John 4:5)

"Then conmeth he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar
The Lord probably went to that part of the country often, but there
is no record that He ever visited the well at Sychar except to
encounter a very degraded wonman, who was obliged to draw water
when ot her people were absent. To travel during the heat of m dday
was unt hi nkabl e; dogs knew better than to run around at that tine

of the day. Yet it is witten: "And he nust needs go through
Samaria" (v. 4). It would have been inpossible to neet that wonan

at any other tinme, unless a visit were nmade to her house! To do that
woul d have been unwi se, for she lived in a place of ill repute. The
story of what happened at the well is known universally; there is
no need to repeat its details. Early in the Lord's ministry He nade
it clear that the love of God could not be confined by nman-nade
restrictions. This woman was a Sanmaritan; she |ived anong ot her
Samaritans; and, in spite of the denunciations nade by the priests,
t hese untouchabl es were precious in God's sight. This was the

pur pose of Jesus' mission to earth - to break down the niddle wal
of partition and to unite all people by Hi s redeening |ove. This was
revealed for the first tinme at Sychar's well.

To relieve a mother (Luke 7:1 1)

"And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called
Nain. " There is no nmention that He ever went to this place on any
ot her occasion. His arrival was -planned to coincide with a funera
com ng through the gateway. Had He arrived earlier or later, He
woul d have nissed that procession. This was the second tinme the
bereaved nother had | ost a | oved one. Her heart was sorrowful and
her future bleak, for her only breadw nner had been renoved by
deat h. She di scovered quickly that Jesus understood her deepest
angui sh; His grace lifted her burdens. It would be very difficult to
believe H s arrival at that precise nonent was a thing of chance!

To renove a nmistake (Matt. 15:21)
"Then Jesus went thence, and departed unto the coasts of Tyre

and Sidon. " As far as is known, this was a special visit to help a
very needy family. A nother, a wonan of Canaan, had a daughter
who was grievously vexed with a devil. Mdern science m ght

describe the girl's condition as being an epileptic but, whatever nen
deci de about her ailnent, it remains obvious she needed constant
attention. When the news arrived that Jesus was approaching the

area, that Gentile worman conceived a plan by which she pretended

to be a Jewess. Her confidence was quickly destroyed; but, when

she admtted her guilt, the Lord graciously healed her child. Then
apparently, He returned fromwhere He had cone. It is unwise to

be dogmatic about the exact novenents of the Lord, but there is

no record that He healed any other, and He didn't preach a sernon.
(Conpare vv. 28-29.)

To reach a mani ac (Luke 8:26)

"And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes. " It is well
known and irrefutable that, in close proxinmty to the land of the
Gadarenes, were ten cities known as the Decapolis. However, there
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is no record to suggest Jesus ever visited that hillside again where,
on that nmenorabl e day, He delivered a denoniac and saw 2, 000
swine perish in the waters below the cliffs. The story is filled with
dranma, and it is easy to visualize the scene when the |ight of sanity
began to show upon the face of the denoniac. The Lord pl anned
that visit, and at a monment's notice clothed a naked nman! There were
no stores in the vicinity, so evidently Jesus canme fully prepared to
nmeet any energency that m ght arise. He knew about that sufferer
even before He net him

To repeat a nessage (Luke 24:13-15)

"And, behold, two of themwent that same day to a village called
Emmaus ... and ... Jesus hinself drew near, and went with them?"

Al t hough Enmaus was in close proximty to Jerusalem there is no
record that Jesus had ever been there. Wen Christ was in the area,
He spent much of His tine either in the city or in Bethany, yet on
this occasion the Lord apparently went out of H s way to overtake
two of His worried disciples. It would be wonderful if we could
know all He uttered on that nenorable journey. Doubtless He nade
the Scripture "conme alive" as He expounded from ancient writings
the things concerning Hinself. Wiat He said and did changed forever
the lives of those who traveled with Hm He deliberately repeated
what had frequently been uttered; He was alive, and death would
never again terrorize Hi s people.

To sumari ze all five of the preceding incidents, Jesus nade
speci al journeys to solve problens. The Bible states He is the sane
yesterday and today and forever. (See Heb. 13:8.) If He is the
unchangi ng Christ, perhaps today He ni ght nmake anot her journey
to teach and hel p us.
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