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(MATTHEW 1[I : 28

As the bl ackness of the night sky seens to be studded with
fiery gems, so the Bible seenms set in rubies and beryl and
di anonds, which scintillate and relieve the sonmber setting
of human failure. And as here and there in the constellations
sonme stars outshine others in brilliance, so certain texts
appear to possess added lustre and singul ar beauty. They are
rare gens of incalculable worth, and could not be purchased
with a king's ransom Not the | east anbng these great verses
is Matthew 11: 28, " Conme unto ne, all ye that |abor and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest." There the entire pur-
pose of Christ's conmng is expressed in a fewlines ; how the
aches of a sick world nay be renoved, and the innate needs
of all races fully net.

The Sinplicity of the Invitation

The Lord Jesus said, " Conme unto ne. In contrast
to many of the tiresone requirenents of ancient orders and
nodern sects, the word of Jesus is both refreshing and ill u-

rninating. Cone is the first word in every man's vocabul ary.
Expressed by the outstretched arns of a nother, it conveys
nmeani ng when sounds are confusing and irritating. Com
parative religions declare that man nust do or go ; that eterna
rest depends upon the efficiency with which he perforns the
allotted task. Christ said, Cone, and H s invitation was con-
stantly reiterated. To Peter He said, Cone ye after nme, and

I will make you to becone a fisher of men." Wen the
disciples were weary with acts of service, He said, " Cone ye
apart, and rest awhile." None of these invitations ever led to
di sappoi ntment. The disciples could draw near to their Lord

wi t hout noving an inch. So can we-if we know how.

The Scope of the Invitation

The Lord Jesus said, "Cone unto nme, all ye that | abor

and are heavy laden," and in that one striking utterance H s
words circumavi gated a gl obe. Problens are never sent
into exile ; their roots go deep in the soil of every country.
The cares of this world are cormmon both to pal ace and hovel

to nobl eman and peasant ; to university professor and un-
tutored heathen ; to the African who sits alone in a hut in the
forest, and to the skilled engine driver who sends his screaning
train toward the distant horizon. Thus did John wite, " For
God so loved the world. . . . " Al who |abor and are heavy

| aden-with care, with fear, with toil-nmay respond to the
invitation of Christ, and be certain to receive a wel cone.

The Surety of the Invitation

The Lord Jesus said, " Cone unto ne, all ye that |abor

and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest." Life is filled
wi t h di sappoi ntnents, and even the nost reliable projects
have a habit of failing. It is a nost humiliating thing to

pl ace one's confidence in the prom ses of a person or nove-
nment only to discover at a nost crucial noment that one's
trust has been m splaced. A covenant is an undertaking in
which two parties enter into sacred agreenment to abide by
the terms of the contract. The Lord Jesus said, " Conme unto
me . . . and | will give you rest." That promni se has been
subject to the tests of tine and circunstance, yet during the
long interval which has el apsed since He first uttered the
words, no voice has ever charged Hm wth inability to
honor Hi s pronise. The pronises of God are always true,
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al ways reliable, always a very sound investnent.

The Sublinmty of the Invitation

The Lord Jesus said, " Cone unto ne . . . and I wll give
you rest." If this text be a rare jewel of the sky, this word
is one of its nost delightful facets. It reflects glowing fires

of beauty. Turn the jewel in the hand, and the word rest

will send forth beans of sheer |oveliness to delight the heart
and thrill the soul. Rest cannot be bought with earth's cur-
rank, for it is of God. ]t is not advice freely given ; it is
not synpathy sincerely expressed ; it is not financial assist-
ance benevol ently offered. Rest is healing for a wounded
heart, confort !or a troubled nmind, fellowship for a |lonely
spirit, unspeakable relief for a haunted soul. Rest is dawn
after mdnight, calmafter storm |laughter after tears, glad re-
uni on after heart-breaking separation. Rest is heaven's gift
to a weary world. No government can supply it; no

engi neer can manufacture it ; no church can clai ma nonopoly

on its distribution. It belongs exclusively to Christ, and He
alone can give it to others. He said, "Cone unto ne . . .

and | will give you rest." No night sky is conpletely clouded

if one star is visible, and likewise no |life is conpletely dark
if the unrivalled brilliance of this celestial jewel can be seen
shining from God's book
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