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BALAAM THE PROPHET
VWHO SOLD H S SOUL

Let ne die the death of the righteous, and let ny last end be |like his!
(Num 23:10)
Bal aam al so the son of Beor they slewwith the sword. (Num 3 1:8)

Bal aam remai ns one of the nost enignatic nmen nmentioned in the
Bi bl e. He was a confused, bewi |l dering conundrum a prophet who
never obtai ned what he nost desired, and sel dom said what he wanted
to say. If he lived today he night have been an expert at riding a bicycle
backward! He was al ways | ooking at things that were receding. His
dreanms never cane true. He chased rai nbows.
There were occasi ons when he resenbled a puppet on a string. His
lips noved but the words were not his own. The nessage was spoken
by the Lord, who held the strings that governed novenments. He knew
what was pl easing to God, but refused to abandon his own desires.
Like a nmoth returning to a dangerous fl ane, Bal aam went back
repeatedly to sonmething that proved to be fatal. Trying to becone
weal t hy he went bankrupt. He yearned to becone a man of distinction
and enjoyed being with kings; alas, he was buried with them He
t hought he had found a gold mne; however, it was "fools' gold." He
died a niserabl e pauper who had been huniliated by his own donkey!

A Man Tenpted ... Danger

The actions of the ancient nagician or whatever he was, were
confusing and difficult to understand. Maybe the witers of the New
Test ament possessed additional information, for they denounced
Bal aam as a schemer, a miser, and an eneny of righteousness (see
2 Peter 2:15A16 and Rev. 2:14). Peter did not hesitate to nention the
"madness" of Bal aam
Pet hor was a city on the west bank of the Upper Euphrates River. It
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was an inportant center ruch desired by the kings who attacked it.
Bal aam resi ded there; his achievenents had gai ned for himw despread
popul arity. He was probably a wi zard who professed to be a spokesnan
for Jehovah, but he was not a devout believer in God. H s incone was
derived fromdivination, and it was significant that when Bal ak, the
ki ng of the Moabites, solicited aid, the rewards of divination were
offered to the hesitant prophet. John Bunyan woul d have called him
M. Two Face"!

When the triunphant Hebrews were approaching, the ruler of Mbab,
fearing an invasion, sought an alliance with the king of Mdian and
toget her they decided to enploy the notorious Balaam If he would curse
the strangers from Egypt, they would nake hima weal thy nan: "And
the elders of Mboab and the elders of Mdian departed with the rewards
of divination in their hand; and they cane unto Bal aam and spake unto
himthe words of Bal ak" (Num 22:7, enphasis mne). That was the
begi nni ng of a prolonged enticenent when the diviner had difficulty
refusing their request. Wen CGod refused to curse Israel, the diviner
delivered that nessage to his visitors, but the desire to obtain the offered
rewards increased enornmously. Wen the Lord tested him the man
sei zed the opportunity to acconpany the nessenger, and the Lord
becane di spl eased for Bal aam was ready to sell his soul

A Man Tested... Decision
The account of how the Angel of the Lord del ayed the journey of
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Bal aam makes exciting reading. The donkey, who saw CGod's
nmessenger, refused to proceed, and as a consequence received
undeserved puni shment. "Then the LORD opened the eyes of Bal aam
and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword
drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his
face" (Num 22:31).

It is difficult to understand all the reasons why God permitted the
prophet to neet the kings of Mbab and M dian. The Lord insisted
Bal aam woul d speak only the words given to himand he obeyed that
comand. Neverthel ess, he built altars upon which he offered bull ocks
and rans (see Num 23:4). Al this was done in the pretense of seeking
sonmet hing already received; it was fraudul ent. He had been engaged
to curse Israel, but was deternmined to return to Pethor well reconpensed
for his efforts. At first glance it appeared his novenents and deci sions
were justified, but in the Iight of other Scriptures we are conpelled to
bel i eve he was an avarici ous scoundrel. Wen he realized the Lord
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woul d never permt his cursing Israel, the despicable nman devi sed ways
by which the Hebrews woul d bring disaster upon thensel ves.

A Man Troubled ... Defiled
There cones a nonent in the life of every person when naking a
deci si on is unavoi dabl e. Bal aam knew what God desired, but persisted
in seeking nonetary renuneration. Hi s deeds and fate should be a
warning to all people. Jesus said, "For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and | ose his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul? (Matt. 16:26). Apparently, there are
vari ous reasons why people enter the Christian mnistry. They accept
it as a career in which they hel p people and that is conmendable. | once
shocked a woman who was anxious to becone a missionary. | urged
her to resist the inclinationAto run for her life! If after six nonths she
di scovered she coul d not escape, that her burden renained, then she
woul d know God was calling her to serve Hm Unless the Lord places
a man in a pulpit he should never be there! Balaanis profession assured
him of an income, but the expenses of his mnission were too costly.
Thereafter, the prophet from Pethor did things that were inexcusabl e.
Peter said the man "l oved the wages of unrighteousness" (2 Peter 2:15).
When the Lord sent a letter to the church at Perganps, He said, "But I
have a few things agai nst thee, because thou hast there themthat hold
the doctrine of Balaam who taught Balak to cast a stunblingbl ock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
comrt fornication" (Rev. 2:14). Wen Bal aam deci ded he woul d not
be pernmitted to curse the children of Israel, he devised anot her schene
and said to Bal ak, Instead of fighting against Israel, flirt with them
He advi sed the daughters of Mdab to fraternize with the young nmen
of Israel, and this was a violation of God's commandnments. The | ust
of the nales was quickly aroused and intermarriage destroyed the
nmorality of the tribes. Furthernore, the people who grunbl ed about
their food supplies were encouraged to eat meat that had been sacrificed
to idols. The prophet smled; he had injected poison into the veins of
the Hebrews, and the effect woul d pl ease his heathen enpl oyers.
Bal aam was a sel f-made geni us, anot her Sol onron whose wi sdom
exceeded anyt hi ng known anong his friends.
H s wealth provided things previously unobtainable. The man m ght
have purchased new apparel, renovated or replaced his home by the
river, and with the aid of powerful friends the prophet could have
beconme an elder in the comunity. Money can buy many things, but
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cannot rid the conscience of guilt. Did this wetched fellow |lie awake
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at night wondering why God had ceased to conmunicate with him ?
Did the divination business decline as custoners becane aware of his
excessi ve greed?

A Man Terrified ... Dying

It is hard to understand how a man coul d know so rmuch, yet sink so
low. During the period when God spoke to him Bal aam recogni zed
the greatness of Jacob and said, "Let nme die the death of the righteous,
and let my last end be Iike his!" (Num 23:10). Unfortunately, his desires
were never granted. The poor man was horrified when he saw his
executioners approachi ng. Wien nen fight against God they |ose the
battl e. That dubi ous prophet m ght have enjoyed years of fellowship
anong the people of God. He could have earned an imortal place with
| sai ah, Jerem ah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and others who enul ated their
exanple. Alas, his name was covered with shame, and bl ood stains were
on the floor of his house by the river. Dr. H Bonner wote a hynn that
expressed that nen are only renenbered by what they have done.
Unfortunately, there was little in the life and mnistry of Balaamthat
was worth renmenbering. He was a man who sacrificed the happi ness
of other people on his altar of greed. H's nbst val uabl e asset was a
donkey, which had nore brains than its master
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